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' session the committee had a meeting, and it ee the unanimous 


| ! 
| i - oe | | 


Wednesday, Merch Bhs ae b 


UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
- COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 

ia 


EXECUTIVE SESSIO , 
| | 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met in executive 


session at 4:00 p.m., in Room <z6, Old House Office Building, 


‘Hon. John 8S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 


Committee members ae aie Representatives John 8. Wood 
| 


- (chairman), Franois E. Walter, Clyde pone nae B. Frasier, 


Jr., Harold H. Velde, Bernard W. Kearney, Donald J. Jeokson, | 


and Charles E. Potter. | , ; ) = a 


Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Ir., counsel; 
Louie J. Russell, senior investigator; William H. Wheeler, / 
investigator; Thomas W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsels 
and A. S. meena editor. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF LARRY PARKS 


-MR.. WOOD; Mr. Parks, at the conclusion of the morning 


it 


expression of the members of the committee that we were ‘going 


to seek your further cooperation in an executive session, 


for further testimony that will not be publicized until such 


time, if at all, as the committee itself may deem expedient. 


It may never happen, but it is only fair to say to you that 


Z| 
'4t {18 in the discretion of the committee at a time to make | 


public ao fommnrsony ches you may see fit to give in this . | 
exequt ive session. Until such time, if it does happen, 1t | 
will be kept in the confidential files of the committee. 

With thet statement, counsel will now propound additional | 
questions. | . | 

MR. MANDEL: So that Mr. Parks vill be fully avare of 
vhere he is going, is it the intention of the committee that 
unless he ansvers these Guestions in private, that is, in. 
executive session, they intend to cite him for contempt of | 
this committee. . 

MR. WOOD: The committee makes Aastheeh te: 

MR. MANDEL: We mayen: approached it as ea matter of 
threat, just to clear his thinking 80 that he is fully | 
informed in his own mind of the consequences of folloving 
that path. _ | | eS | | 

MR. WOOD: Counselor, you have asked A question, and r 
will answer it as frankly as I can. The committees did not 
discuss that phase of it end hasn't discussed it. It 4s - 

Ay entirely Pose sv2e: if Mr. Parke placed Sieecit in the posieion 
| here of being in contempt “fl pPenereets that ee coumittee my 
request a citation for ‘that purpose. On the other hand, tt 
’ may not. I cannot speak for the committee. | Does that ansver 


your question? 


! | 
MR. MANDEL: No, not quite. I would like to spend another 
| 
minute on it. I realize that, and I also realize the position 


Hy 
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a the committee not to commit themselves to Mr. Parks, but 


in view of Mr. Parks’ general attitude of being cooperative, ; 
oT everyone eaetay understands here whet is motivating him -- 
} sg ‘feels’ 80 bad about what he has to do, and if he thought in 


his own judgment there was any chance at all that you vould 


elicit from him information that vee important to you, that 
he would very gladly give it der Sou eetuneast in: ‘It 4s only 
saving that little dit of something that ‘you live vith. You 
have to see and valk in Hollywood vith that. You have to 


meet your children and your vife vith it and your friends. 


It {s that little) bit that you vant to save. 
“Although I don't want to ask the committee to commit 
( a itself, in fairness to Mr. Parks, he may have to sacrifice 


the arm vith gangrene in order to save the body. Even 


though he doesn't like it, he vill valk around the rest of 
| ‘his life without an arn. 
= ¢ realize the purposes of this committee, and our 

attitude has been one of cooperation. We want to go right 
through with thet. Nov, if that is going to be the penalty 
that he eventually vill have to pay, then I have to help him 
think e different way. I have to urge bim a different vay. 

( A 7 ‘His honest and sincere opinion 1s that what he is going 
to give you will only eat up his insides and you will get 
nothing, no more you have today. ‘This 18 @ conviction 


of this man. | 
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Committee 4s in no sense responsible for the position he 


“we find ourselves in. 


get the opinion of the committes before, because the direction 


the man to know the price. 


oi nore, and 7 don't think any of them went to be placed 


in’ ee position, of making any compromising statements about 


i think they can cross that when they arrive at that porate 


Ta 9 mr ag Rad NL oa Cn aoe a TS NS 


I 
ee | 
a Renee 


MR. WOOD: Mr. Attorney, the committee has to be the 


judge of what information has pertinancy and relevancy. It ; ; 


can't take the opinions of other people. I have tried to be 


frank about it, and the committee is very anxious -- I think 


_ you will agree -- to be considerate of this man. The 


finds himself in, but we are responsible for the position 
a 


We have a Fesponsibi2ity and duty 


that is on us as public officials. 


\ 


» MR. MANDEL: I realize that. 


MR. WOOD: I will be glad to answer any further inquiries. 


MR. MANDEL: I realize that. I vas wondering if I could 


i | 


| 


will have to come to him "If you don't answer, then we will 
cite you for contenpt.. I think that is Part of the law, for 
So it would have to come anyhow 


asa matter of lew. TI am urging it now so that I can sit down 


with him. I know how it is bitink on the inside. 


MR. WOOD: . I am not going to put the committee in a 


what they will ao here in any given set of circumstances. I 


MR. MANDEL: I don't intend to argue yatn the committee 


any further. I believe I made my point. 


MR. WOOD: Proceed, counsel. 


. i me ae ' 
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MR. TAVENNER: Mr. Parks, are you acquainted with an effort 
gaae to raise funds for the New Masses magazine, which vas “in 
[= . 


the form of a party held at the home of Frank Tuttle on 


June 8, 1945? : : 


; | | ' 


MR. PARKS: No, sir, I don't recall any such: party at 
i 
Prank Tuttle's house. I vas at his house I believe only one; 


and as I remember it there were maybe tvo oF three people, and 


it was purely a soctal a ae ante is the best of my 
( 


pecerseou sons oe: don't believe to the very best of my recollec- — 


{ 
| 


; tion of attending such a party. 
MR. TAVENNER: I have suse learned there are two Frank 
Tuttles in Hollywood. Are you acquainted vith that fact? 
MR. PARKS: No. I only know one Frank Tuttle, who is a 
jivestos in Hollywood. 7 
MR. TAVENNER: He ts the one that I had reference to. 
MR. PARKS: That is the one that I am acquainted vith, vas 
acquainted with. I don't knov whether he is| out there noe at 
this time. 


MR. TAVENNER: Did you, attend a Communist Party meet ing 


2 
of a cultural group of the Communist Party at the home of 


- Hugo Butler? | 


( 
MR. PARKS: I have been to Huge Butler's house twice, I 


| : 
think. One was on a matter of -- I] believe I read a script of 


his. The other time to ils wast of my recollection vas a 


party given for -- as I pesari: it was eieel dic the oe 


i 


| | 


ce 


who had come before your committee in 1987. This is the best 


of my recollection. I don't recall ever going to ae party for’— 
‘What was it? New Masses? | 


MR. TAVENNER: No. This party that I am speaking of nov 


did not necessarily have anything to do with Nev Masses. This 


is a different meeting that I am referring to now at the home: 


of Hugo Butler. It is alleged to have taken place on 

Feeney 3, 1945. R ; 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall going there for a party 

at that time at all. I am being very honest when I sey that. 

As I say, I know where he lives, and. I: think I have been there . 


twice. 


MR. TAVENNER: Was Hugo Butler a member of the Communist 


Party, to your knowledge, oF noe information made available 


to you? 


MR. PARKS: No, sir, I(have no knowledge of Hugo Butler 


| 
\ 
| 
at all being a member. 7 . 
MR. TAVENNER: Did you ever attend e Commnist Party | 
meeting at wate he was present. | | 
MR. PARKS: Not to my recollection. I never did. 


MR. TAVENNER: Was Prank Tuttie ) member of the Communist 


Party, to your knowledge? fF 


. 
MR. PARKS: This, counsel, I do not kmow. I don't 


-“pelieve I have ever heard that. I don't believe that I have 


\ 
ever to the very best of my knowledge ever peuences any . 


! 
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meeting of such a nature with Frank Tuttle. 
u MR. TAVENNER: Who were the members of the cell of the * | 
Communist Party to which you were assigned during the period 


from 1941 on up to the time you dissociated yourself from 


the Party about 1945? 
\ 7 f 
ye . (| MR. PARKS: This fs what I have been talking about. 


: 
t This 1s the thing that I am no Longer fighting for myself, 


because I tell you frankly I am probenty jee completest 


titned man that you have seen. I am fighting ro a Oia es 
\ 


I think, if Americenism involved in this pant iGulan: case. 


Thie 18 vhet I have been talking about. (I do not believe that 


\ 
1 


it befits this committee to force me to do this. I do not 


believe it befits. 


this committee or its purposes to force me 
to'do this. This is my honest feeling about it. I don't 
think that this is feir play. I don't think it is in the 
spirit of: real Americanism, as we know it. These are not 


people that are a danger to this country, gentlemen, the 


people that I knew. These are people like myself. 


ht 
i 
( 


: MR. TAVENNER:| Mr. Chairman, if the witness refuses to 
ansver the peeiaae I see very little use in ny. esking him 
about other individuals. 

| MR. WOOD: The witness, of course, has got to make up. 
his cuncaind as to whether he vill or will not do it. It 
1en't sufficient, as far as this committee is concerned, to 


sey that in your opinion it 1s unfair or un-American in the 
, | 
ie } 
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proper administration of justice. 
| The question is: Do you refuse to answer or will you 
anever it? | —_ 
MR. MANDEL: At this point I vould like to ask the 
Chairman whether he is directing the witness to ansver. 
| MR. woop: The witness has been asked. He must ansver 
or decline to ansver. 


| MR. MANDEL: I think e little more te needed. He must 
M 


bel directed to ansver, and if he refuses to ansver, just 
; i. 
I 
i) 


ha asking him and not going beyond, I don't believe under 
lay ie sufficient. I enik he has to be directed and told 
YOu heve got to ansver." 

i MR. WOOD: I don't underatand any such rule, but in order 


toljavoia any controversy I direct the witness to ansver the 


question. : 
{ 
| 


‘AR. PARKS: fe not refuse to answer the question, but 
4 ' 


I do feel that this committee is doing 4 really dreadful 


thing thet I don't believe the American people will look 


kindly. on. This {9 my opinion. I'don't think that they v111 


consider this as honest, just, and in the spirit of fair 


“play. 


MR. JACKSON: | Mr. Chairman, might I interpose at this 
point? Mr. Parks, we are, each one of us, individually 
responsible to the American people. I think that our concept 

1, ie 


of our responsibility or of the extent to vhich ve must answer 
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ansver, so I assume he is ready to answer. 


the committee and the individusl members of the committee are 


“has to do the right thing as we Americans in our elections 


- €0 and choose. 


think justly he reserves the right to talk to you gentlemen 


ee Se i 

} y 

| t 
t 


| 
t . 9 

is a thing which we ourselves are fully conscious of. That 
detormination must rest with the individual members of the. 


committee and the committee as a whole. I for one resent 
le. 5 \\ 

having my duties pointed out to me. 

: | 


MR. PARKS: I am not pointing the duty), out. | | 


MR. JACKSON: The inference is that ve are doing something 
which is un-American in nature. That is a personal opinion of 
yours, and I morely think that it should be in the record. 


We have accountability for which we must account and for which 


i : 
| 


ve must snawer. 
‘MR. WOOD: The witness has said, he doesn't refuse to 
! | 


! 


MR. MANDEL: I may say this at this point: I think 
| 
| 
all seeking vere themselves to do the right thing. There 
is no question “bout that. I think in the same spirit, no 
one cn) with the heritage that Mr. Parks has to uphold, 
think that he isn’t as loyal es any member of this committee, 


individually or collectively, and that he in his own mind 


Of course, when the final gong goes dova, he intends as 


he indicated to respect the will of this committee, but I 


end possibly persuade you to think differently and express 


| 10 


his opinions. 
MR. WOOD: oe committee took the view, sir, that perhaps 


there. might be some merit ‘S your contention if we vere still 


in an open hearing, but we are not. It is an executive 
session. | 

MR. MANDEL: I realize that, and I vant to thank the . 
committee for this consideration: I think/it should have been 
done first before we started here, but this session is a very 
) private session or executive session, which is very considerate 
| of the committee, and the record should so state. 

May I have a winute to talk to Mr. Parks? 


MR. WOOD: Yes. You can retire if you. like. 


MR. MANDEL: I make this request of the committee. I 
want no promise from you, but just as matter of finding 
what is the sportsmanlike Attitude, that what he gives you 
will not be used in that vay 1f it oan be helped, without 


' embarrassing these people in the same position he finds 


himself in today. . 

MR. WOOD: Nobody on this committee has any desire to 
" smear the name of anybody. That isn't of benefit to this 
a committee in the esl of its duties. ‘It has been a 
uniform custom of the sunita since I have been connected 
(with tt. 2 think p77 i stean people who have viewed) 
: the work of t! a L1spassionstely land impartially, = 


will agree with that. 


: \ 
! 
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| MR. MANDEL: The reason I asked is because in the 


struggle that Mr. Parks is going through I think the internsl | 


etruggle would go a little lighter, having that statement 


“from you. | 
‘MR. TAVENNER: If you will just answer the question, 
please. The aaa was: Who vere the members of the 
Communist Party ge1l to which you vere nuetened during the 
period fron 1941 ont 1945, or the period when you dissolved 
your nembership with the Communist Party? 

MR. PARKS: Well, Boris Carnoveky, Joe -- 


MR. TAVENNER! Will you spell that name? 


MR. PARKS:  caaaann possibly spell it.. Carnovsky, 
( | Joe Bromberg, Sau Roseen: Anne Revere, tae Cou: 
| | MR. TAVENNER: What vas the name? 

MR. PARKS: Cobb. Gele Sondergaard, Dorothy Tree. 
Those are the principal names that I recall. 

MR. TAVENNER: What was the name of Dorothy Trees' hus- 
band? Was it not Michael Uris? _ 

MR. PARKS: Yes. 

MR. TAVENNER: Was he a member? 

MR. PARKS: Not to my knovledge. 
( “4 : MR. TAVENNER: Do you know vhether Michael Uris was a . 
ass of any other cell of the Communist. Party? 

| MR. PARKS: No. I don't know this at all. 
MR. TAVENNER: I believe he was a vriter, was he not, 


as distinguished from an actor? 
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é 


NW 58900 


i t MR. PARKS: Not to ny knoviedge. To the best of my 


Docld: 342779364 Page 15 


| po 12 
MR. PARKS: I think he was a writer, yes. 


‘MR. TAVENNER: Tho persons whose names you have mentioned 
were all actors? — 7 
i. MR. PARKS: Yes, that's Sorrect? 
) MR. TAVENNER: Can you recall. the antes of tna who 
vere at one time a member of that cell? 
MR. PARKS: That's about all I recall right nov. 
MR. TAVENNER: Was Howard Da Silva a member? 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't believe ‘that I ever attended a 
meet ing with Howard Da Silva. 
MR. TAVENNER: Was Howard Da Silva e@ member of the 


Comminist Party, to your knowledge? 


ability, I don't believe I ever attended a meet ing vith hin, 
eh ZI don't recall ever having attended a meeting with hin. 
‘MR. TAVENNER: Was. Roman Bohman a member? 
MR. PARKS: teas . . 
| MR. TAVENNER: He is now deceased, I believe. 
| MR. PARKS: He 4s dead. 
MR. TAVENNER: Was James Cagney a member at any time? 
MR. PARKS: Not to my lmowledge. I don't recall ever 
attending a meeting vith hin. | 
MR. ‘TAVENNER: Was he a member of the Goauiriaet Party, to 


ee 
your knowledge or from information made available to you? 


| MR. PARKS: I don't recall ever hearing that: he wes. 


‘12 | 
| 23 
MR. TAVENNER: Sam Jaffe? 


MR. PARKS: I don't recall ever attending 4 meeting with 


| | | 
| | . 
MR. TAVENNER: Was he a' member of the chemin Party, 


to your kmovledge or from information made available to you? 


Sam Jaffe. 


MR. PARKS: I don't recall any knowledge that Sam Jaffe 
| was ever a member of the Communist Party. 
| 
MR. TAVENNER: John Garfield? 


MR. PARKS: I don't recall ever being at a meeting vith 


John Gerfield. | | : ~ fe ! 


MR. TAVENNER: Do you recall whether John Garfield ever: 
x | 


addressed a Communist Party meeting when you were present? | 
: i 


cae | MR. PARKS: I don't recall any such occasion. po 


MR. TAVENNER: Mark Lawrence, was he a member of that | 
cell? . 
MR. PARKS: I believe he was. I wouldn't say vith 


certainty. I believe so. 


ct | 
MR. TAVENNER: Whet is there in your memory that leads | 


“you to believe that he was a member of the Semanal: Tere! | 


MR. PARKS: Well, as I iia you, I asantt attend very 
| 
‘many meetings, and I believe I recall that bs was there. I 


don't swear to it. . 


(F . 
. MR. TAVENNER: Was it during the early part or the latter 
' oe oo part of your membership that you have that recollection of him? 


MR. PARKS: Well, this I couldn'tmy. I reelly don't 


remember. : 7 | a | 
MR. MANDEL: May I suggest to counsel, in view of the 
general feeling of the witness -- I don't mean to rush you, 
; but this whole thing being so distasteful, I wonder if we 


oan proceed a little faster so he doesn't suffer so much while 


this is going on. 


MR. TAVENNER: I want him to be acourate on it. I pur- 


posely do not want to rush bin into ansvering about matters 


as important as these. ! 


MR. MANDEL: I didn't infer that and mean that. I am 
just trying to be considerate of the man's feelings, doing 
comaecee that -- 7 | : 

MR. TAVENNER: ar asked) you this morning about Karen | 
Morley. Was she a member of the Communist Party? 


MR. PARKS 1 ‘Yes, she vas. 

MR. TAVENNER: Was she in this parciooine: cell that you 
have described? 

MR. PARKS: Yes, she was. . “| 
MR. TAVENNER: Riohard Collins, were you acquainted vith 


i 
\ 3 hi 


him? 


4 MR. PARKS: I know Richard Collins. He ‘ito not. to ny . 
knowledge a member of the Communist Party. “ 
; (At this point Mr. Doyle left the hearing room.) — 

_ MR. TAVENNER: I have asked you whether or not members 
of the Communist Party free the eastern part of the United 
States had appeared before your Communist Party meetings. You. 


Page if 
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on _ _ : [ 15 
said you did not recall that any had. _ 


MR. PARKS: That's correct. 


"MR. TAVENNER: But 44 Communiot Party organizers from 
the state of California appear before your committee from 


time to time? 


ea - | 
MR. PARKS: Not to the best of my reoollection. I don't 


believe I ever met any of them or ever sev) any of then. 


| MR. TAVENNER: Were lectures’ given at any time or study 


courses given in your cell in vhich persons outside of your 


' ¢e11 took part? 
MR. PARKS: Well, I believe on one occasion. The only 
one that I recall at this time vas a talk by John Hovard 
~ 3 Lawson. . : 2 4 4 gt. 
MR. TAVENNER: What vas John HOvard Lawson's connection 
with the Communist Party? | 
MR. PARKS: I don't really know. I don't really know. 
MR. TAVENNER: Fred Graff, was he a member of this group? 
MR. PARKS: What vas the name? 


MR. TAVENNER: G-r-a-f-f. Fred Graff, usually referred 


‘as Freddie Graff. 


to 
' MR.’ PARKS: The name doesn't ring « bell at all. 


( | MR. TAVENNER:| Georgia Backus? 


MR. PARKS: Wo, I don't recall ever being at a meeting 


vith Georgia Bacleus. | | . 2 


MR. TAVENNER: Mota Reis Rosenderg? 


od 
“hy 
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_ with Sterling Hayden. 


16 
MR. PARKS: I don't believe I know the lady. 


- MR. TAVENNER: Robert Rossen? 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever being at a meeting. 
vith him. | | | 
MR. TAVENNER: Do you know whether he was a member of 
your cell, even ip-sou wore not in d weetdns vith him? 


MR. PARKS: No. To the best of my knowledge, I have no 


“information at all. 
{ 


MR. TAVENNER: Philip Loeb, L-0-e-b? 

MR. PARKS: Who? | 

MR. TAVENNER: Philip Loeb, I believe is the correct 
pronunciation. | 


| MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall I know the gentleman at all. 
Pig | ‘ we 


MR. TAVENNER: Lloyd Goff? .. 


| MR. PARKS: Yes, I believe he was a -- I saw him at a 


_ couple of meetings. 


MR. TAVENNER: Sterling Hayden? 


MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall seek Belne at a meeting 
| MR. TAVERNER: Will Geer? 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever being in a meeting 
vith Will Geer. | - | 
YR. aaa Victor Killian, Sr:? 
i MR. PARKS: Yes, I recall that he attended at least one 


meeting vhere I-was present. 


Poy 


Dy ey 0 i ' 
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MR. TAVENNER: Victor Killian, Jr.? 


MR. PARKS: I don't believe I am acquainted vith the 


gentleman at sll. 


MR. TAVENNER: Lionel Stander? 


1 


| 
MR. PARKS: I have met him. I don't jrecall ever attending 


@ meeting with him. 

‘MR. TAVENNER: Andy Devine? 

MR. PARKS: I don't recall ever attending a meet ing vith. 
Andy Bovina: : ! 

_ MR. TAVENNER: Edward @. Robinson? 

. MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever attending a meeting 
- with Edward G. Robinson. | _ 
| MR. TAVENNER: Mr. Chairman, I think nearly all of these 
people have either been subpoenaed or we have tried to find 


them. Some of them unquestionably are attempting to avoid 
service. | 
| ‘Do you know Hester Sondergaard? | 

MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever meeting her. I believe 
that is Gale Sondergeard's sister. | | 
MR. TAVENNER: Do you know whether she is married? — 
MR. PARKS: fo, I don't. 
MR. TAVENNER: Francis Edvards Fara goh? 


MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever seeing her at a 


MR. TAVENNER: Vera Caspary? 


. au 
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18 
MR. PARKS: No,,I don't believe that I knov the voman. 
MR. TAVENNER! Madélaine Carroll? — a | 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever attending a. meeting | 
with Madela ine Carroll. | = a 
MR. TAVENNER: Was she a member of this group, to your 
knowledge? . | 
MR. PARKS: I have no knowledge of that. 
MR. TAVENNER: Gregory Peck? 
, MR. PARKS: I have no remembrance of ever attending a) 
meet ing vith Gregory Peck. | 7 
MR. TAVENNER: Humphrey Bogart? 
MR. PARKS: I don’t recall ever attending a meeting with | 
‘Humphrey Bogart. | 
(At this point Mr. Jackson left the hearing room. ) 
MR. WALTER: I think moe could get “ne comfort out of 
the fact that the people whose names have been centdoned have 
been subpoenaed, so that if they ever do appear here it von't 
Ne be es a result of anything that you have testified to. 
oe (At this point Mr. Kearney left the hearing room. ) ie 
S. 4 MR. PARKS: It 4s no comfort whatsoever. 
am MR. TAVENNER: Do you know of any other person now whose. 


name comes to your recollection? _ . 4 


MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall anyone élse. 
MR. TAVENNER: I think that is all, Mr. Chairman. 


MR. POTTER: I would like to say, Mr. Chairman, that 


e, Da o's 
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8 , | a at) 
Mr. Parks’ testimony has certainly been refreshing in compari- 
son with the other witnesses that we have had today. 

. MR, WOOD: I am Sure you reflect the sentiments of the 
i entire coniittes: We appreciate your cooperation, and subject 
to call the committee will stand in recess. You sre excused. 
zou do not have to remain here. 
ae MR. MANDEL: | We can go home now? He can go back to 
Cealifornie?. — — 


MR. WOOD: Any time you like. 


(Whereupon, |at 4:40 p.m., the hearing vas recessed, 


subject to call.) ae 
| i “7 of eae 
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Wednesday, March 21, 1951 


UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
2 Washington, D. C. 
PUBLIC HEARING 
1 The Committee on:Un-American Activities met pursuant to 
oall at 10:35 Q@ ole in roon 226, Old House Office Building, 
Hon. John 8. Wood (chairman) presiding. 
Committee members ‘present: Representatives John S. Wood 
(chairman), Francois E. Walter, Clyde Doyle, James B. Frasier, 
IP. (appearances as noted in transoript), Harold H. Velde, 


Bernard W. Kearney, Donald L. Jackson, and Charles E. Potter. 


Staff members. present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; 


‘ Thomas We. Beale, Jr., assistant counsel; Louis J. Russell, 


senior investigator; William H. Wheeler, investigator; 
John W. Carrington, clerk; and A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. WOOD.. Let the record disclose that there are present 
Mesars. Walter, Doyle, Velde, Kearney, Jackson, Potter, and 


Wood, constituting a quorum. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, may I make a brief state- | 


| 
ment regurding the general purpose of the hearing? — 
Mr. WOOD. Yes, sir. 


i 


Mr, TAVENNER. As 1s well known, the Committee on 


Un-American Activities has succeeded to a marked degree in 


exposing Communists' infiltration into labor organizations 
, vith ‘the result in many Ainetances that the organizations 
involved have rid themselves of Communist domination and 
‘influences, and likewise with the result that the Congress 
has been informed of many important facts as the dasis for 
legislative action. f 
I need only remind you that the testimony of Matthev 
cvetie virtually destroyed for the time being at least the 
pover and influence of the Communist Party in Western 
Pennsylvania. a | 
Then there have been many witnesses who have frankly and 
openly told this Committee of the circumstances under which 
they were duped into joining the Communist Farty, the 
Communist Party activities observed by them while they vere 
members, and the reasons for their breaking with the party. 
This has required courage on the part of these witnesses. 
But in so testifying they have performed a service of 


4nestimable value to their country ‘and in the ‘end | should and 


do receive the plaudits of their fellow citizens. 


The hearing today is the first of a series designed by 
the Committee to accomplish the same results in the enter- 
-tainment field as have been accomplished in labor and other 

fielas. In performing its statutory duty to investigate 


communism wherever it may be found, we shall endeavor to 


aecertain the extent of past and present, Communist infil- 


t 


| | | 
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tration in the field mentioned. 

It 1s hoped that any witness appearing during the course 
of these hearings, who made the mistake of! associating him-— 


|| 


self or herself with the ip” Party, vill have cuffietent 


| 


courage and loyalty to ties an honest and complete disclosure 


of all they know about Communist Party activities. 


These hearings, Mr. Chairman, have not been hastily con- 
ceived. They are based upon investigative efforts by steff 


members extending over a number of years. As you will 


recall, it was contemplated that these hearings be conducted _ 


in Hollywood by the subcommittee which vas chosen to conduct 
the hearings in Hawaii, but in view of the ‘work required of 
the staff in the preparation of the Hawaiian hearings and 
other hearings, this matter was postponed. 

Now, Mr. Chairmen, I vould like to call as the first. 
witness Mr. Larry Pavie | | 
MR. WOOD: Is Mr. Parks present? 
MR. PARKS: Yes. 


MR. WOOD: Will you stand, please? Do you solemmly 


swear the evidence you give this Committee shall be the truth, 


the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 80 help you God?_ 
MR. PARKS: I do. 


MR. WOOD: Have a seat. 


() 


wef SO 2 4 


SWORN - TESTIMONY OF LARRY ‘ob 


MR. TAVENNER: Will you please state your full name, Mr. 
ro ( : 
Parks? | he 


MR. PARKS: taney renee 


"MR. TAVENNER:: Are you represented vy counsel? 


MR. PARKS; Yes, I am. My counsel is Mr. Mandel. 
MR. TAVENNER: Will counsel identify himself? 
MR. MANDEL: Louis Mandel, 1502 Broadvay, New York City. 
In the light of the testimony that ur, 'Parks will give 


here, he has prepared @ statement that he vould Like to 


| 
read at this point. I think it is a proper background ‘to — 


the testimony he will give and be very enlightening to the 


Committee as his testimony unfolds. May he read that state- 


ment? 


MR. WOOD: Is it your purpose, Mr. Tavenner, to ask the 


witness questions? 


MR. TAVENNER: Yes, sir. % | 


| . 
MR. WOOD: At the. conclusion of his ne ee if he 


desires to read the statement that has been presented: to the 


members here, he will be given that privilege, or he can 


put it in the record, as he desires, after he has finished his 


\ , ‘testimony. 


- MR. MANDEL: The only reason I asked for it at this 
oo | 


‘point is because I think in Light of the testimony it won't 


have the same effect after as it will when you connect it 
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with the testimony. And I think there. is no harm. There is 
nothing in the statement that can't be connected with the 
testimony. There is nothing there except the simple state- 
ment of facts. And I would, in fairness to the witness, urge 

very strongly that he be permitted, because there is a 
connecting link to what he will testify here in this state- 
ment, because it is vith that spirit that he will testify. 

a) “And I think, in proper consideration of the witness and 
what he will do, this opportunity ought to be given to him, 
and I urge it very | strongly if the Committee will consider it. 

MR. WOOD: peoceeds Mr. Tavenner. 

MR. TAVENNER: Mr. Parks, when and where were you born? 

MR. PARKS; I was born on a fos in Kariedie. I suppose 
the legal town would be Olathe. That was the closest town. 

MR. TAVENNER: Will you relate briefly to the Committee 
thie details regarding your educational background? 

MR. PARKS: Well, I vas born in cinses 68 a farm. r 
moved vhen I vas quite small to Illinois. I attended the . 
high school in Joliet, Tllinois, and I also attended and 


graduated from the University of Illinois vhere I majored 


- in chemistry and minored in physics. I sometimes vonder how 


I got in my present line of vork.. 
MR. TAVENNER: What vas the date of the completion of 
your work at the University? 


MR. PARKS: 1936. 


Page 29 


MR. alee — what is your present eccureerene 


} MR, PARKS: etaes » at 


MR. TAVENNER: What is your present address? 


MR. PARKS: 1737 Nichols Canyon, Hollywood, California. - 
| MR. TAVENNER: Mr. Parks, I believe you were present when 
* Tmade a statement as to the purpose of this series of 


J 


hearings. 


: ‘MR. PARKS:: Yes, I was present and I heard you. 


MR. TAVENNER: Then you-understand that we desire. to 
rae the true extent, past and pReaents of Communists’ 
shetitretion into the theater field in Hollywood, and the 

Committee asks ae éccperation in developing guch information. 


‘There has been considerable testimony taken before this 


Scuntttns regarding a number of Seen tes tions in Hollywood, 


such as the hetors Laboratory, Actors Laboratory Theater, 


2 Associated Film Audiences Hollywood Branch, Citizens Committee 
for Motion Picture Strikers, Film Audiences for Democracy or 
Associsted Film Audiences, Hollywood Anti-Nazi League or 
avteceus League against Naziism, Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
Hollywood League for Democratic notion: Hollywood Motion 

.. Pieture Democratic Committee, Hollywood Peace Forum, Hollywood 

Theater Alliance, Hollywood Writers Mobilization, Motion 


Picture Artists Committee, People's Educationsl Center, Los 


aa Angeles, Mooney Defense Committee, Hollywood Unit, 
: ' : ' . : ; : 
! | i, i: 


x Ki i 1 a 
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Progressive Citizens of America, Hollywood Committee of the 


Arts, Sciences and Professions, Council of the PCA, Southern 


California Chapter of the PCA, Workers School of Los Angeles. 

Have you been connected or affil lated ” any way vith 
any of those organizations? © | 

MR. PARKS: JI have. 

MR. TAVENNER: Will you. state the names of those organiza- 
tions which you have affiliated vith? To aid’ you, I will 
hand you the list from which I read, some of which I may not 
have read, most of which I did, | 

MR. PARKS: Well, most of them I'm not familier with. 
I'm familiar with the Actors Laboratory. It haa it divided 
into two categories here. I'm familiar with the Actors Lab. 

; I pelteve these two should be just one. . 


MR. TAVENNER: Well, did you hold any official position 


in that organization? 
MR. PARKS: For a time I vas sort of honorary treasurer 
of this organization. as 
MR. TAVENNER: Was that in 1949 and 1950 or when was 
that? | 
MR. PARKS:. Well, I can't recall the exact date. I 
( don't believe it ves in 1950. I believe it vas before that. 
I can't tell you the exact date. | 
MR. TAVENNER: W411 you proceed? 


MR. PARKS: Perhaps you could help me on this.. The . 
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“Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, as 
Seiences and Professions, does this or did this have any | 
() other name attached to it before or after? . | 

MR. TAVENNER: Just a moment. We ere looking it up in 
our ‘reference books. — | 

‘There has been a finding that this organization grev_ 
out of the Independent Voters Committee of the Arts and 
‘seconde: Does that help’ you? I. 

MR. PARKS: Well, a This is my problem: Most of these 
things I'm not familiar with. - Some of them I recognize the | 
names. And I believe that I for a time dh & member of the — : 


Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 


Sciences and Professions. | | | 


MR. TAVENNER: Will you etate again vhat it vas that | 


you vere e monber of? | | fe | | 
MR. PARKS: I say I am of the ‘opinion -- perhaps you 

could help me.on this -- that I vas-a member of the Hollywood 

_ Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 

| Professions. _ ne ao on 


MR. WOOD: We will have to ask the photographers to 


— not block the view. | a: \ 


MR. PARKS: Perhaps if you vould like to ask me any. 
: | a 
questions about it, I'd be ‘happy to ansver you. I think 


maybe it would expedite matters if you would do that. 


MR. TAVENNER : Well, do you recall wether or not 


a 
t i : ¢ 
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‘was imown 4s the Hollywood Democratic Committee? Does that 


| 
the Progressive ap aaias of America was the outgrowth or 


successor to the Hollywood Democratic Committee or what 


desist you? | 

: MR. PARKS: r am of that opinion. I am of that opinion. 
I believe that's true. I think that was why I asked you 

the question in the first place. JI didn't remember the name. 


I think that's true. 


\ 
t 


‘MR. TAVENNER 


: Were you 4 member of it? 
MR. PARKS: Yes, I was: 
| MR, TAVENNER: Did you hold any official position in 
the organization? . - 
MR. PARKS: No, I-don't believe so. Not that I recall. 
MR. TAVENNER: What other orgabizations listed there © 
vere you affiliated vith? | , 


MR. PARKS: What do you mean "affiliated with"? 


: MR. TAVENNER: Well, in which you have become a member 


or that you were active in support of, either by way of 


membership or by way of aid and support, by contribution or 
by vork. | 
MR. PARKS: Well, I don't -- 


MR. TAVENNER: And 1f you aided in any way by entertain- 


ment, that I think would constitute affiliation or connection 


with the organization. 


MR. PARKS: Well, that’s all. Those two are the only 
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ones that I can think of at the moment. Perhaps if you could 


refresh my memory I would appreciate it. 


MR. TAVENNER:| Well, vere you affiliated with the Civa2 


Rights Congress in any manner?: 


i 
MR. PARKS: io, I don't believe so. I don't recall 


| 


being affiliated en that at this time. 


| ia ease Well, dia you appear at any meeting of 


fs 


that organization |to your knowledge? 


MR. PARKS: It's quite possible that I did. 
MR. ‘TAVENNER: According to the "Evening Star" of 


Washington, D. C., of the iesue of November 3, 1947, you are 


reported to have been one of the speakers. 


MR. PARKS: As I say, it's quite possible at that 
particular time. 


; f : : 
MR. TAVENNER: At a reception given Gerhart Eisler. Do 


. you recall that? 


MR. PARKS: . No, I don't recall ever being at & reception 
for Gerhart Eisler. To the best of my knowledge I never | 
met the man. I have never seen him. When I vas in Washington 
last time I attended many meetings and many receptions. I'm 


not familiar vith the names of these. If you ask me if I vas 


at this reception,| it's quite possible that I vas. What the 


name of it is I can't recall at this time, and I probably 
didn't know at that time. 


MR. TAVENNER: Now, referring back to the Actors 


ts 
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Laboratory of which you were an officer, you were the i! 


EZ te 


treasurer I believe? Is that not true? 
MR. PARKS: In name I was treasurer, yes. 
MR. TAVENNER : What do||you mean by stating that you . 
were treasurer "in name"? | | . 


. b | 
MR. PARKS: Well, thisiwas more of an honorary Pear 


than an active one. Veually you think of pa that is 


\" 


treasurer having to do only’ een money: My' job as the 


treasurer wes to sign & batch of, cheoks at ‘ time, and that 8 


the extent of my knowledge bt the money matters of the 


> ae 


MR. TAVENNER: Will — tell the committer ‘ihe thos or | 


not in your experience in Hollywood and ‘as & menber of 
> 

the ge organizations to haan you have testified there vere 
to your lnowledge Communists in these various organizations . 
which I have referred to, particularly those that you were 
Acusaber of? | 

MR. PARKS: I ehink that I can say yes: ito that. 

MR. TAVENNER: well, whd vere these Communists? 

MR..PARKS: There were Peorle in the Actors Lab, for 
instance-- This, in ny opinion, was not a Communist 
organization in any sense of ithe. word. As in any organization, 
it has all colors of politiodl philosophy. And there were 


in these I suppose-- I Imov nothing about who belonged 
other than myself to the Independent Citizens Committes | of 


exotics = 
= en oe SE 


> 12 | 


ns aster: Sciences and pubteweronn: This I esbicas pecause - 
I don't mow. There vere Communists attached to the Lab. ; 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, were there Communists attached to _ 
these other organizations which you Bay you vere @ member of? 
"MR, PARES: This I'm not feniliar vith. -I don't know. 
I don't know who else was 8 member of them besides myself. 


MR. TAVENNER: Your answer is because you do not recall 


who were members of those omer orgenizations? — - i 
MR. PARKS: I think thet th that 19 the gist of ay ensver, 

yes. _ | . ee a . : 
a MR. TAVENNER : But you do recall that at the Actors ) i 
| Seta Laboratory there vere acabets of the Communist Party? | - s. °% 
eg "OMR, PARKS: ‘That's al \ . oe 4 a 
| MR. TAVENNER: Did those Communist Party members endeavor 


to obtain control of the activities of the organization end 


of its various offices? | | 
MR. PARKS: No, I vould not say that this vas trueat = | 
all. The Lab was a school for acting and was also sort of © | 
a showcase for actors. I eee the Lab because. I disagreed 
with the wabevee.: I was in favor of forming 8 permanent 
repertory theater. It was felt by the majority of the Lab 
: | that they wanted it the vay it vas, a a school. ‘I wasn't 
eS interested in the school. They wanted it as 8 showcase. I 
didn't vant it as a showcase. I wanted @ permanent repertory 7 
etidates for a small group of professional actors, and it 


4 \ . . “ 
t Jeet t ‘ ‘ : 
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was on this basis that I left the Actors Lab. 

MR. TAVENNER: Well, what vas your opportunity ies lmow 
and to observe the fact that there were Communists in that 
organization? 

MR. PARKS: I knew them as Ccnnnundete: 

MR. TAVENNER: | Well, what had been ‘your opportunity to 


. 
know them as Communists? = | ; 


| : ; 
MR. PARKS: May I ansver this fully end in my own way? 


MR. TAVENNER: I would like for you to. 
MR, PARKS: an right. nr | 


(MR. TAVENNER: I hope you wilt, : 


MR. PARES: I am not a Commun Lat. I would like to point 


out that in my opinion there 1s a great difference between -- 
and not 4 subtle difference -- between being a Communist, 

a momber of the Comminist Party, say in 1941, ten years ago, 
and being & Communist in 1951. To my mind this is a great 


difference and not a subtle one. 
EP 9s 

It 48 also, I feel, not a subtle aif ference to be a 
neuer of the Communist Party and being’ a Communist. I do 


not believe in my own mind that this is a subtle difference 
} 


-either. ; 


I would furnish you with -- I guess you would call it an 
atiegery as to what I mean 80 that you will see why I say 


ielas ‘not a subtle aifference. 
| 


1 
. \ 


The President of this country is a Democrat. He is 


¢ 


m4 


the head of the Democratic Party. They have a platform, 


certain aims. There sre many people who call themselves 
Democrats. There are certain Southern ‘Democrats, for | 
. instance, that do not follow the aims and platéone of the - | 
Democratic Party ‘ we call it, yet they ere called PERCeTe Le: 
Well, in effect, they in my opinion are Republicans really; 
at least, this is the way they work, , 

‘ mR, TAVENNER : Well, now, that could be paid and @ similer 
analysis could be given of the Progressive Party or any other / 
party, but let us = 

MR. PARKS: Yes. . . | 
MR. TAVENNER: -- confine ourselves to the question of 


I 
! 


communism, -- | 7 | 


“MR. ‘PARKS: Yes. Well, I'm drawing an allegory.. 

MR. TAVENNER :| ~- rather than speaking in terme of 
allegory. . | 

MR. PARKS: | Well, I felt that it was necessary so that 
you could see that this is not @ subtle difference, you see, 
MR. TAVENNER: No, I think the Committee can underetend 
by speaking plainly -- 
« MR. PARKS: Yes. 


MR. TAVENNER: -- and to the point -- 


MR. PARKS: I'm trying to. 


MR. TAVENNER: -- on communism. 


MR, PARKS; J'm trying to. As J say, I am pot a 
t u { z : : 
| a. ™ { 
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. : { 
Communist. I was a veubor of the Communist Party when I was l, 
& much younger man ten years ago. I was a member of the i 
ae | 


Communist Party. ; : | i 
MR. TAVENNER: I wish you vould tell the Committee the od 

circumstances under which me because & member of the Communist 

EDS et is, when and where and, if you left the Communist 


Party as you have indicated, when you did it and why you did 


it. 


MR. PARKS: Well, I will do this if I may. I missed 


one point that I mentioned -- that there is also a difference 
I feel in being @ member of. the Communist Party in 1941 and 


being @ Communist in 1951. In 1941-- All right? 


MR. TAVENNER: Go ahead. | 
| MR. PARKS: -- being a member of the Communist Party 
fulfilled certain needs of d young man that/was liberal in 
thought, idealistic, who vas for the underprivileged, the | 


underdog. I felt that it fulfilled these particular needs. I 
j i ' 7 


think that being a Communist in 1951 in this particular situs- 
tion is an entirely different kettle of fish when this is ; 
great pover that is trying to take over the vorld. This is 
the difference. | 

I becane @ Communist -- 

MR. TAVENNER: Now, Just @ moment. In ether vords, you 
didn't realize thatthe cuooee and object of the Communist: 


Party was to take over other segments of the world in 19M, 


| 
! : it 
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put you do realize that that ie true in 19517 Is that the 
point you are making?. | . 
= MR. PARKS: Well, I would like to say thie: That this 
1e in no vay an apology for/anything that 1/have done, you | 
gee, because I feel I have done nothing vrong ever. Question 


of judgment? Thie is debatable. I feel that as far as I 


am concerned that in 1941, @s far as I imev it, the puwpeese 
as I knew them fulfilled simply -- at least.I thought they vould 
fulfill es I-said before -- certain idealisa, certain veing 
for the underdog, which I am today this very minute. 
This 414 not work out particulerly thia vay. I wasn't 
| particularly interested in it efter I did become @ member. 


| seg 
I attended very few meetings, and I drifted ‘away from it the 


same way that-- I petered out the same way/I drifted into at. 


To the best of my recollection, as I recall |~- the dates are 


not exact because at that particular time it wasn't an 
important step one way or the other; I feel as I say that the 
dates are approximate -- it vas in 1941, and to the best of | 
! ya’ ; my recollection q  Petered out about the aobtee part of 19h 


or 1945. a | a 
MR. TAVENNER : Nov, ve are not making here a distinction 
between the Communist Party ‘and the Communist political : 
association, but, as a result of spventtantsn that the 
Committee has done and sifoieetien that it has, you apparently 
| were registered for the year 1944 and i member of 
po | | : 
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i 
whe party. Is that in accordance with your recollection? 
' MR. PARKS: Well, as I say, I am trying to recall it for 
4 { 


i } : 
( : you to the best of my ability, and I must say again that at 


: : that particular time it vas not quite as important as it is 
| today, and to the test of my sect ietticn I pecame a& member 
in 1941, and to the best of my recdllection 1t was either in 
the latter part tae or the early part of 1945 -- 
MR. TAVENNER: | Let me see 1f this information in the 
Committee files vould be of any value in refreshing your 


recollection: That your Communist registration card for the _ 


year 1944 bore the number 46954 and for the year 1945 the | a 
number 47344. Does that happen to refresh your recollection? | 
} | 


MR. PARKS: No, sir, it doesn't, because to the best 


of my recollection I never had a Communist Party card. | 
MR. TAVENNER: Now, do I infer properly from your state-_ | 


ment that shortly after 1945 or say in 1946 you became 


416111usi0ned about the Communist Party and withdrew as a 
| a member? | oe 
| "WR, PARKS: Well, let's go back. As I said before, to 
ze | the best of my recollection it vas in 1944 or 1945. This is 


. to the best of my recollection. 


Q a MR. TAVENNER: But by 1946 at least you had definitely 
vroksn with the party? 
MR. PARES: I'm quite sure that that is correct. 


MR. TAVENNER: Have you participated in any Communist 
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| Party astivities since that date, 19467 
b MR. PARKS: Not to my knowledge. I don't recall ever 
ha Abe: Da nticdpa ted an ey Comban te tcPanty-edtivity winve that 
time. | oe | 
MR. TAVENNER:) Now, will you state to the Committee 
where you first Seoams a member of the party? 


MR. PARKS: In Hollywood, California. 


MR, TAVENNER: Who recruited you into the party? 

{| MR. PARKS: Well, @ man by the name of Davidson I believe. 
MR. TAVENNER: What vas Davidson's first name and what 

was his position? | | 
' WR. PARKS: I can't tell you this beceuse I really 
don't know. I don't remember hia first name. I haven't seen 
him for ‘ten years, and I ‘do not know: vhat his position was. 
| MR. TAVENNER: Where did he live? Do you Imov? 

MR. PARKS: This: I have ‘nO idea. | | 
- MR. TAVENNER : What vas his occupation? 


MR. PARKS: This I do not mow either. 


i! : 


MR. TAVENNER: Can you give us some descriptive data of 
the individual? 
it MR. PARKS: Average -looking aa: young, dark hair. 
: MR. TAVENNER : How did you become acquainted with him 
and in whose presence did you see him? ; 
Gees 


MR. PARKS: ‘It's pretty hard for me- to recall ten years 


ago something that at the time vas not particularly 


4 


ig | | 
: } 1 
NW 58900 Docld:34277984 Page 42 $ ; 


where? 


your uniting with the Commnist Party before you vere 
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important. I'm doing the best I ean to recall what happened 


for you. I don't remember hte first name, dna I don't 
believe I ever knew what he did. 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, vhat were the circumstances under 

Wye 2 


[i 


which you met? 7 


MR. PARKS: Well, this is hard for me to recall too, the. 


exact circumstances. . 


i | ' 
‘ 


_ MR. TAVENNER: Was it at @ meeting in your home or 


MR. PARKS: Well, as I say, I really don't remember. 


| nS : 
I'm being as honest as I mow news I really don't remember. 


MR. TAVENNER: I just vented you to —s the Committee 


what information you recall about -- 
MR. PARKS: Yes. | | 
MR. TAVENNER: -- about how you got into the Communist — 
Party. | 


MR. PARKS: As I told you, I was @ good deal younger 


_ than I am now, ebout 25, with certain liberal tendencies, 


idealism. 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, did you seek this individual out, or 
did he seek you out? 


MR. PARKS: Well, I certainly didn't seek him out. It's 


hard for me to say whether he sought me out. 


MR. TAVENNER: Did others counsel you in regard . aa 


1 
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be 
recruited by this. individual by the name of Davidson? 
MR. PARKS: No. I did it of my ovn volition. 


MR. TAVENNER: Were you assigned to a Communist Party | 


0011? 


MR. PARKS: I vas. 


MR. TAVENNER: What vas the name of that cell, and vhere 


was it located? 


'- . MR. PARKS: Well, it had no name that I now of. It was 


4 group of people vho vere Conmnista, and I attended sone 


i 2 | 
meetings with them. . 
| 


MR. TAVENNER: Well, nov, you vere a member of that 


{ a 
particular group from 1941, bp to possibly as late as 1945? 


MR. PARKS: That's correct. . 

MR. TAVENNER: W411 you tell us what sia know about the 
organization of the Communist Party from your own observations 
during that period of time in Hollywood? | 

MR. PARKS: Well, I'm afraid that I vas a pretty bad : 
member by their lights. I didn't attend too many meetings -- 
maybe ten, tvelve, fifteen mootings. And at I really — 


about the Communist Party ts very little. seeai'y: If you i 
| 
} 


“will ask me some questions that you would like to mov, I 


would be happy to answer then to the best of ny ability. 
‘MR. TAVENNER : Do you lmow vhether or a the vriters 
and actors in Hollywood were menbers of any perenne branch 


or. group of the Communist Party? | 


| 


' MR. PARES: 


, I. know that certain actors vere a group that 
| met. This I do know. The other things I do not mov. 

Lo - . WE VOODe “tet the menor ates that at this point 

| e Representative Frazier has joined the heaving. 

MR. TAVENNER:' What vas the name of the group to vhich 
the actors vere assigned? 


\ 
{ , 


MR. PARKS: They had no name that I Imow of. 


ies & MR. TAVENNER:' Did it have any dectinatisn of any kind? 
: "mR, PARKS: Not that I’ kmov of. | | 
: MR. TAVENNER:| By location or by the type of work they - 
were in? | q . 3 
- : a MR. PARKS: Well, no name that I lmow of. The majority. 
O | of, the members of this particular group were actors. 
| | : MR. TAVENNER: Well, were there several groups to which 
the actors belonged depending upon the geographical location 
of the actor? . | a 
MR. PARKS: I don't believe so. I wouldn't say for 
certain. I‘'n not under that impression. 
MR. TAVENNER : Well, who vas the Shaded of the group 
te which you vere assigned? | *e 


Pa MR, PARES: Well, 1t hed no chairmen that I inov of, that 


I recall, anyone that was chairman. 


MR. TAVENNER: Well, who was the secretary of the group? 
MR. PARKS: This -- 


MR. TAVENNER: Or treasurer? 
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MR. PARKS: This I do not recall either. I don't know 


¢ 


art there were any actual officers of this paxtacuiax group. 
MR. TAVENNER Well, to whom did you pay your dues? 
MR. PARKS: To various members. No one in particuler 
that I can recall was the treasurer. | | | 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, a person who was responsible for 
the collection of dues would certainly be performing the duty 
of a treasurer even if he ata not go by that name? Ien't 
that true? | 
yo OMR. PARKS: That's very true. | 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, ane vere those persons to whom you 
paid your dues? | . 
MR, PARKS 1 Well, thie is hard for me to ansver too, 
Setaiay te the fev vimes that I paid dues as I recall were to 
. different people. feet one they were I just can't ensver 
‘this. | | | | 
MR. TAVENNER : You cannot recall the name of any one 
tnaavidual to whom you paid? | : _— ; 
MR. PARKS: No one individual can I recall that I paid 
the dues to. | | 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, vas Communist Party literature 
distributed to the members at any of the meetings or through 
any medium? | 


MR. PARKS: Certain pamphlets were availeble if you 


wished to buy then. 


t 
{ 


i 
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MR. TAVENNER: Who was the individual who had charge of 
; Aj 
the distribution or sale of those pamphlets? ‘. 
MR. PARKS: This I don't know either, peceuse the pamphlets 
| 


were there and you could reyes if you steal 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, was there any secret about who was 


handling the literature of the party? 


MR. PARKS: No secret et all. | . 4 


( 


MR. TAVENNER : What was ‘the total membership of this cell 
Tl 


' - | in which you vere a meer t ; 
MR. PARKS: Well, it's ae for me to tell you the total 
membership, because, as I say, I attended meetings irregularly 
‘and not many of them. I would say that it ranged from certain 
meetings that there were as little as five, and I think it 
i went up to maybe, oh, possibly ten or twelve. = | i 
MR. TAVENNER: And did the personnel ‘change considerebly 
between 1941 and 1945, or aia it consist of the samo members. 
during all that period of time? . | 
MR. PARKS: Well, I do Imov thet, as I say, I attended! | 
machen irregularly, and at some of the eetines I vould eset 


|! ! 
someone that I didn't know, I didn't recognize, = vould | 


never see them again. So Ae aiees This ie\ the | pest ensver 

- I can give you to voanlauae tian There aoa people vho I. aia. 
not mow. I did-not know their names. I did not recognize 

them. And I did not see them again at any meeting. | 


{ . 
MR. TAVENNER: Did speakers or organizers, Communist 
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- 2h 


. ’ ) 
Party organizers, appear before your group rom time to tine, 


people from the East, let us say? | 
MR. PARKS: No, I don't recall ever seeing anyone from 
the East, &s you say, or any ,"big shot," 1f you will allov me 
to put it that vay. I este cee ever seeing any of those 
at any of these aeetiness. 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, are you acquainted vith V. J. 


Jerome? 


MR. PARKS: No, I'm not; to the best of my knowledge, I 


have never met the man. 
‘MR. TAVENNER: Have you! ever seen him i Hollywood? 
MR. PARKES: I don't pelieve I have ees hin. I : 
certainly know I vould not recognize the ale ne valked 
into the room. 
MR. TAVENNER: Are you Soqua tated vith 7“ Stander? 
MR. PARKS: I have met him. | 
MR. TAVENNER: Have you. ever attended a Communist Party 
meeting with hin? | " | 
MR, PARKS: I don't recall ever attending a Communist 


Party meeting with this Lionel Stander. 


| 


MR. TAVENNER; Do you kmow whether or not or do you have! 


7 | 


' personal Imowledge of vhe ther or not he is d Communist Party 


member, or do you have imoviledge made eee to - -you 
| 
through Communist ales sources of his membership in the 


Communist Party? 
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at tended certein pavaenee that I attended, and these vere 


1 . ‘| | 2 . 25 
\S | 


i | 
,/ MR. PARES: No, I do not have this Imovledge at all. 
| MR. TAVENNER: Are you acquainted with Karen ae 

4 OMR. PARKS: t am. 

MR. TAVENNER: Is.she @ member of the Commnist Party? 
MR. PARKS; Well, Counsel, these-- I would prefer not 

to mention names if it is at all possible of anyone. TI don't 

‘think it is fair th people to do jthis.. 1 have come ‘3s you 

at your request. I have come and willingly tell you about 

myself. I think that’ if you would allow me I would prefer 

not to be quoetionga about names. And I will tell you eNery= 


thing that I iciov about myself, because I ‘feel I have done 


“nothing vrong, and I vill enever any question that zou would 


like to put to me about myself. ‘I would prefer, if you will 
allow me, not to mention other people's names. 

MR. WALTER: Do you take the same position vith ‘respect - 
to the obvious leaders of the Gdmmuntet goveaant? 

MR. PARES: - do, because I don’t Imow any of the 
leaders of the Commun ist movement: | 


MR. WALTER: Of course, you do mov who was active in 


the movement in California? | 


a MR. PARKS: No, I only know the names of people who 


not people who Wise -- I mow vere not people who vere active, 
big leaders of the Communist Party. These people I did not 


know, and I have never met them. 
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MR, WALTER :' Who directed the meetings that you attended? 
MR. PARKS; The meetings consisted mainly, if. you vill 
renember the time, consisted mainly of discussions of -- 
we vere in a var then -- discussions of how the var vas 
going, current events, problems of sotors in their work, It 
was more of a social, really & social occasion than a 
stereotyped kind of meeting. Does that ansver your question, 
Congressman? oe | 
OMR. WALTER; It's an anever.. 
| MR. PARKS: Hmm? 


MR. WALTER: It's an ansver. 


; MR. PARKS: | Well, I would 1ike to answer your question 
A ) ot . ee 
af you're not satisfied with that enaver. 


MR. WALTER: Somebody must have indicated @ course of 
procedure. Somebody must have directed activity. Because | 
you just didn't sit down in a polite discussion group without 
having an objective. 
- 


MR. PARKS: Well, -- — | 7 


| MR, WALTER: No, what I em interested -in inoving is 


who directed the jaotivities that this group were ? engaged 
7 
. in. | _ 
. ¢ . _ . . ; ; ! ; 
( : MR. PARKS: And I repeat again that no one to my 


- Imowledge directed any kind of activities. You must believe 
me when I say that for all intents and purposes it was more 


of a social occasion than any kind of a usuel meeting. 


: , ie ; . 
d 
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MR. POTTER: Who would call the meetings together?’ 


I can't really 


MR. PARKS: Well, I don 


ansver this. f 


MR. POTTER: Did you have a set, seneduled meeting once 


every month or once every veek, or was it upon the call of. 
Hi 
\ 


some individual? . 
MR. PARKS: Well, as I recall, various individuals would 
call. I don't believe that there vas any set -- 
| MR. POTTER: Certainly it waen't run vy mental telepathy. 
MR. PARES: No. I didn't say that. I esy certain | 
individuals vould call, and to the best of my Imovledge there . 
was no set schedule of meetings. 
MR. POTTER: Somebody ‘head to issue a call? 
MR. PARKS: That's correct. 
MR. POTTER: Did you ever issue a call for your cell 
to get together? 
MR. PARKS: D4 I? 
MR. POTTER: Yes. | | 
. f 
nd mae | 7 
MR. POTTER : Then, somebody would have to tell you vhen | 


| 


the meetings would take place end vhere they, vould take 
| ne 


MR. PARKS; That's correct. I vould get « call from e 


[ 
MR. PARKS: No, I didn't. | 


place? Is that not true? 


“member of the group and they vould say, "Well, let's have a. 


meeting tonight, tomorrow night.” 
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| = | 
MR. KEARNEY: Were the méetings alvays held at the seus 
Place? — | ‘ | . nt 
MR. PARKS: No, they vere not. | 
MR. KEARNEY: Were they held in halls or in your own 
homes? _ | 
MR. PARKS: ‘These vere held at homes. As I say, -- 


MR. KEARNEY: Did you ever have any meeting at your own 
. fai 


. MR, PARKS: Never, 

MR. KEARNEY: Where were some of the meetings, held?. 

MR. PARKS; Ie I might cad as a vord of explanation, 
that these vere people like nyeelt, email el people, no | 
different than myself in any respect at all, ‘and = aitrerat 
than youorl. | 

MR, KEARNEY: Where vere some of these meetings held? 


MR. PARKS: As I say, these vere held in various homes 


iy 


in Hollywood. 
, { 
MR. KEARNEY: Can you name some of them? 
MR. PARKS; Well, es I caked the counsel | and as I asked 


the Committee, if you will aitoe this, I vould prefer not to 


‘mention names under these circumstances: That these were 


people like myself who-- ‘And : feel that I have done nothing . 


_ wrong ever. J mean elong eee line. J am sure none of us is 


perfect. Again, the question of judgment certainly is 
~ j . . 


there, and even that 1s debatable. But these are people -- 
" [ 


29 . 


; MR. WOOD: Just a moment. At that point, do you enter- 
tain the feeling that these other. parties are 1 ikev ise guilt- 


; 
( 


0) . less of any wrong that you were associated with? 
i : 
| | MR. PARKS: The people at that time as I kmew them-- This 


ls my opinion of them. This is my honest opinion: that these 
oe ae or 
are people who did nothing wrong, people like myself. 


MR. WOOD: Mr. Parks, in what way do you feel it would 


be injurious then to them to divulge their identities, when 
you expressed the opinion that at no time did ee do wrong? 


MR. PARKS: This brings up ‘many questions on @ personal 


basis, Mr. Congressman, a@s an actor. If' you think it's easy 
. for a man who has-- I think I have worked hard in my pro- 
O fession, climbed up the ladder a bit. If you think it's 
easy for me to appear before this Committee and testify, 
you're si eeaicee.. Wecaues it's not easy. This is a very 
aiftioult and arduous Job for ne for many reasons. 
3 . _ - One of the reasons is that as an actor my activity 1s 
bs | dependent a great deal on the public. To be called before 
- a | thas Committee at your request hes a certain inference, 8 
certain 4nnuendo that you are wot loyal to this country. This 
me not true. I am speaking for myself. “This is not true. 
© ic _ But the inference and the innuendo is there as far as the 
‘public is concerned. | 
Also as a representative of ‘a great industry -- not as 


an official representative; I don't mean it that way -- but 
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as an actor of the motion picture industry that is saa 
vell inovn, in that resist I am a representative of the . 
industry. This is a great industry. At this particular 
= it = pe ing investigated for Communist influence. 
MR. WooD: Don't you think the public is entitled to know 
about it? 2 4 | 
| MR. PARKS: Hom? 
“MR. WOOD: Don't you feel the publ to 1s entitled to nov 
about it? " | 
MR. PARKS: I certainly do, and I am opening, myself wide 
open to you to any question that you can ask me. I will answer 
as-Ronestly as I know how. And at this particuler time, as I 
say, the industry is-- It's Like taking a pot shot at a 
voundea animal, oer the industry is not in as good a shape 


toads as it has been, economically I'm speaking. It has been 


. pretty tough on it. And, as I say, this is a great industry, 
and I don't say this only because tt has been kind to me. It — 

, has a very important job to do to éntertain people, tx certain 
respects to call attention to certain evils, but mainly to 
ae ertee and in this I feel thet they have done e great job. 
Alvays when our a ad has. needed certain help, the Andustry 

( has been in the forefront of that help. 
‘MR. TAVENNER: (Mr. Chairman, may I wake en observation? 


MR. TAVENNER: You are placing your reluctance to 


MW 58900 Docld: 34277964: Page 54 


testify upon the great joo that the moving picture industry - 
is doing or can do? _. { | 

MR. PARKS: Excuse me, Mr. Counsel. I really hadn't 
finished, and that vas just part of it. If you'd let me 
finish, then-- Is that ell right? 

MR. TAVENNER: Very well. 

MR. PARKS: That's one jpart of it. On, the question of 
naming nemes, it is my honest’ opinion that the few people 
that I could name, these names would not be. of service to the 
\. Committee at all. I am sure that you lmow who they are. These 
| people I feel honestly are like myself, and I feel that I 
have done nothing wrong. Question of judgment? Yes, per- 

haps. And I also feel. that this is not-- To be asked to 
name names like this is not in the way of American justice es 
ve know it, that ve as Americans have €l11 been brought up, 
, that this ts a bad thing,.to force a man to do this. I have 
been brought up that way. I am sure all of you have. | 
; And it seems to me that this is not the American way of 
' doing things -- to force @ man who is under oath and who 
‘has opened himself as wide as possible to this Committee -~- and 
. it hasn't been easy to do this -- to force & man to do this 
( | 4s not American justice. 
| I perhaps later can think of more things to say when I 
| leave, but this is in substance I guess what I vant to eay. 


- | 


os MR, WOOD: Well, I am gled, of course, to give 
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- | considerable leeway to the range of your statement, because 
I for one am rather curious to understand just vhat the 
reasons are in your mind for declining to answer the question. 
| MR. PARKS: I'm not declining. I'm asking you if you. 
~ vould not press me on this. | 
MR. WOOD: | as m not going to press the point vith aie 
unless other members of the Committee wish to. 
MR. POTTER : Mr. Cheirnan, could I ask ‘one question? 
i MR. WOOD: Mr. Potter, = = | 
Yd ae, MR. POTTER: Are any of the members that were in the 
partiouler Communist cell that you-vere in to your knovledge 
etill active members in the Communist Party? 
MR. PARKS: I can't say this, Congreseman, because I 
. have divorced myself completely. I have no vay of mowing 


this at all.’ I know what I/'think inside if ‘that vould-- My 


opinion is that 99 per cent, of them are not “This is my | 


iopinion, that they are people like myself. ! 
MR. POTTER: If you kmev people in Hollywood that vere. 
identified with the party then, would you ve reluctant to | | 
‘| °° g4te their names if they vere active members at the present 
' " time? | | | | 
MR. PARKS: I vould be reluctant on only one score: 


oe et 


that I do not think that it 1s good for an American to be 


forced to do this. Only op this score. te I feel that a- 
man -- the people that I knew-- It is my aa that they 
: | 


oe ee i Ye te. Sy 


4 
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. | : : 
are! not members of the Communist Party at this time. This is 


my opinion any: If they are, they, shouldn't be. . 
1é : WR. POTTER : 1 you had knowledge of a man who committed 
murder, . certainly you wouldn't be hesitant to give that 
information to the, Proper authorities? 
MR. PARKS: That is correct. 
. MR. POTTER : Nov, I assume that you ahete-the belief 
that we share that an active member of the Communist Party 
pelieves in principles that ve don't believe in, in over-— 
throwing our government by force and violence. Now, you 


say you vould readily give information concerning a man you 


have lmovledge has committed murder. Wouldn't you also give 
information to che peepee authorities of & man you Imew or a 

woman you lmev or bel feved to be working to overthrow our 
"governnent by fores and violence? - . ! 


MR. PARKS: I will say this to you. If I knew @ man 


‘that committed murder, this 15 against the lav Secoun land. 
And I'm not drawing a fine line for my own protection when I 
say this. I'm not doing this at all. I'm telling you | 
heneeti? what I think. This is against the law of our lend. 
This is a reprehensible thing to ais@te commit murder, and I 
‘certainly vould name hin immediately. . The other question is -- 
; bear nee it is not against the law of our land, the legal 
lav of. the lend. Do you understand the difference that I 


mean? 
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MR. POTTER: So when we are drafting men to fight 


Communist aggression, you feel that it 1s not your duty es an 
Amortoun. citizen to give the Committee the penefit of vhat 


knovledge you might have Speer persons who are in the 


very opposite? 
MR. PARKS: Who are what? . . 
MR. POTTER: Who are in the very opposite as to what our — 
men ere fighting for? | | a 
(MR. PARKS: Well, yes, I wanted to do that. JI think that 
' there is a difference, Congressman, in my opinion. There 
ie a difference between people who vould harm our country 


and people who in my opinion are like acai vne as I feel, 


aia nothing wrong at the time, -- 

MR. POTTER: = don't pelieve @ man today -- 

oR. PARKS: -- ‘add is guilty of bad judgment. 

MR. POTTER: Yes,-I'm not questioning that point when 
you’ say that people! 11ke yourself and others may be misguided 


or because of faulty Jucenent were members of the’ party. But te 


you, don't ‘pel teve today that anyone can be naive enough to. 
belong to. the Communist Party, be an active member of the 
Communist Party, and not know what he's doing? | 

wR. PARKS: That 1s correct. That is correct. That 1s 
what I believe. _ | 

MR. POTTER: For that reason I can't see your consistency 


in saying why you won't name someone who you Imow todey is 


| . 
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an active member of the alee: 
MR. PARKS: But I do not know anyone today that is an 
active member of the party. This is vhat I said at the out- 


set of this, Congressman. | > 


MR. POTTER: If you did know, you would tell? 
MR. PARKS: Yes, I think I would.. 
MR. POTTER: That's all. 


MR. TAVENNER: Mr. Fares it seems to me that your argu- 


ment in substance is this: That this Committee should . | | 
investigate. communism but not find ‘out who it is that 48a | | 
Communist. — att 


MR. PARKS: No, Counsel, that is not my -- - 


MR. TAVENNER: In the final analysis, isn't that your 


argument? 


MR. PARKS: No, this is not my argument at all. Not at. 
all. | | 
MR. TAVENNER: You are taking the position that in ae 
vo opinion it is not important to find out who may be in ; 
. communism in Hollywood == 
MR. PARKS: No, -- 
MR. TAVENNER: -- rather. than for this Committee to . | -, 
determine what its obligations are under the statute which 
: created it to investigate commun Lem? ‘ | | 
MR. PARKS: No, ‘counsel;, I didn't. say ie at all. 


MR. TAVENNER: But ien't that the result of your 
; 1 } 


1 
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argument? — | 7 


MR. PARKS: No, Counsel, I do not believe that this ts the 


result of my argument et all. What I say to you and what I 
believe is. that the few people that I knew at that time are 
‘people like myself who are ‘as loyal to this country as you or =. 
| | _ anybody else is. - | | 
-MR. TAVENNER: And if every witness who came before - 
ae this Committee were permitted to take that position, then 

the extent of the investigation that this Committee could 
| conduct vould be limited entirely by the attitude of the 
witness, vouldn't it?) 
MR. PARKS: But I told you the circumstances surround ing . 


() 


my small activity with the Communist Party, you see. And 
this makes quite a difference. This makes custo a difference. 
MR. TAVENNER: In your \Sudgnent? oe | 
MR. PARKS: In my judgment, yes. Not only in my 
: judgment. I know -- at ‘Least inside. of myself -- that these | 
. people vere like myself, and! the most that you can accuse | " 
‘then of is a lack ‘of juagnont And even. this -- | 
7 7 | MR. TAVENNER : Now, you == | | | ; | 
an MR. PARKS: Even this I will say set I eay none of 
C) > this in ‘apology for what. I did, because a young wan at 25, 
| “4e he's not @ Liberal, if he 1s not full of idealion, 4s 
“pot vorth his salt. And if you make a mistake in judgment 
Like this, I don't particularly myself believe that it is 


1 
. 4 ' 1 
! \ 


i . . 
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serious: If you arrive at certain’ conclusions after this -- 


¥ 


MR. TAVENNER: Yes, but if every witness who took the — ( 
se before this Committee vous ‘be the final judge of 
i & thing was serious and when it was not, and the 
Committee would be limited. accordingly, how could this| 
Ciamt tos carry out its statutory duty? i 
‘| MR. PARKS: But I'm asking you as 8 nen aocae to1a 


roe and opened myself to you, thet: -- 

YR. AVENNER: And I'm ents asking na you see the. 
other side of it. ue = 3 

MR. PARKS: t do see the other aide. 

oR. ery ‘Now, you have placed Hollywood on & very 
high pedestal here. . 

MR. PARKS: I have. 

MR, TAVENNER: But there haa been testimony here. involving 
the scientific professions, persone in government, persons 
| in numerous industries, and I take it that there is no — . 
“Aistinction or no preference of any kind that should be 
“ alleved to your profession over ‘that of ‘the scientific 
professions or any other calling in life. | | 

MR. PARKS: That is true. But I have told youand, as 
I say, opened myself as vide as I lmow how to you and told 
you the extent of my activities as a member at one time of 
the Communist Party as a young man. What little I imov, as 


you can judge for yourself-- As I told you, and it's the 
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truth, I vas probably the poorest member of the Communist . 

Party that has existed. And the fev people that I imev, 

you probably Imow their names. J can see no way that this | 

would te of additional help to this Coumittes. And, Counsel, _ 

I am sure that you realize that te this was erry conse- 

quentiel, I would do it.” But you must realize the position. 
MR. TAVENNER: anise ae: 

e BR: PARKS: I say you must realize thet, as inconsequential 
as; * was in it, the few people that I mew, that it is very 
distasteful to me to be forced into that oethion: 

MR. TAVENNER: TI recognize that. There certainly can 
be no difference in opinion about thet. It 1s a distasteful 
"position to be. in. | 

'. MR. PARKS: sos Lee 

: MR. TAVENNER: And you have avowed here that because 
‘of the difference in the situation with regard to the party 
nov from what it vas in 1941 you have vithdrawn because you 
now iaetatand the purposes of this organization which ‘you 

joined years ago. ‘Now, if you would be equally frank with 
Scand to other panpis who are connected with this Sieatiees 
tion, then this Committee would be permitted to function in 
line with its organization, with the statutory duty that 


rests upon it. 


And, therefore, I am going to ank you vho it wes who 


acted as , secretary of this group. ae expressed some doubt 


4 
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| about it a while ago. But do you now know vho was the. secre- 
tary? u 
| a ma 
mo MR. PARKS: And I can honestly say to you that I do not: 
I 
lmow, to the best of my perembrenges and ‘I am as honest as I 
( 


mow how. I do not know. | | 


MR. TAVENNER : Do you know Elizabeth. Leech? 


MR. PARKS: I do not believe I — Leech. I 
don't recall ever meeting an Elizabeth. 


ech ° 
iotelen? MR. TAVENNER: Do you imov a person by the name of 
Elizabeth Glenn? | | 
| MR. FARES: No, to the best of my inovietge I do not 


know any person ‘by that name. 


MR. TAVENNER: Do you Imow & person by the name of 


Marjorie Potts? ae | 
MR. PARKS: To ‘the best of my Imoviedge T do not know 
_anyone by the name of Marjorie Potts. I don't recall ever — 
necting the se people. | . ; 
MR. TAVENNER: Nov, do you know Karen Morley? a 
be MR. PARKS: Ido. | , 
MR. TAVENNER: Was Karen Morley a member of this group 
with you? .. 23 1 
( ; ! MR. PARKS: And I ask you egain, Counsel, to reconsider 
| — forcing me to name names at the iechibrae pecans when I 


i go91a you that I was a member only for 6 ore tine and at 


that particular time in my ‘opinion the people I imev vere 
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we actually, by insisting that this man testify as to names, 


‘4individuals as to whom I had expected to interrogate this | 


like myself. And I ask you again to reconsider and not to — | 


force me into this position. I don't think that under the 
circumstances this is really American justice to force me 
‘to do this under these circumstances, when I have oéme to you. 
3, 000 miles and eyenes myself as I have. 

MR. WALTER: Mr. Chairman, may I ask counsel a question? 
How can it be material to the purpose of this inquiry to 


have the names of people when we already Imov then? Aren't. 


overlooking the fact that we vant to know what the , organisation , 
did, what it hoped to accomplish, how it actually had or 
attempted to influence the thinking of the American people 
through the arts? So why is it so essential | that ve nov 
the names of all of the people when we have a witness who may — 
make a contribution to what ve are trying to) learn? 

MR. PARKS: May I ansver your question?: . 

MR. WALTER: No, I am directing wy qusstion te counsel. 

MR. PARKS: I'm sorry. . | | = 

MR. TAVENNER! My ensver to that, Mr. Walter, is ‘that 


although there is information relating to some of these 


witness, some of them have evaded service of’ Process, 86 that. 
J 
we cannot bring them here. That is one point. 


Another is that this Committee ought to/be entitled to 
receive proof of information vhich it has * ita files as ‘a 
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result of its previous investigations relating to a matter of 
this kind. There vould be no dae to really investigate 
Commun a% infiltration into labor without asking. vho are 
Commun iste in Labor. And the same thing 1s true here in 

\ Hollywood. | | 


Those are the reasons f think it is material. 


‘ 
(. 
extent of the activity and vhat the eee of the organiza- 
tion actually was than to get a long list of names of bleed- 
ing hearts and fools, suckers, hard-boiled Counrunist 


| 


rote I don't Laitiel as it makes a much difference. 


As long as we have a. witness willing and anxious to cooperate: in 


carrying out what I conceive to be our purpose, I think the. 
rest is all immaterial. | _ 

MR. TAVENNER: As to the other information -- 

MR, VELDE: wall the gentlemen yield? 

mR. TAVENNER: May I make one statement? 

MR. VELDE: Yes. 7 

WR. TAVENNER 1 As to the other information, as to the 


purposes end objects of the various organizations, that ves 


* the sub jeot of the testimony of about 20 witnesses or more 


here. I have referred to those organizations, as organisations 


es to which there has been considerable evidence before your 
Comittee. . . 8 
MR. WALTER: May I ask this vitness e question, Mr. 


MR. WALTER:\ But isn't it far more important to learn the 


ne te we rn 


‘ : . j ‘ 
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Chairman, at this point? : : 


é 


MR. WOOD: Yes. Mr. Walter. 


MR. WALTER: Were you inetructed to attempt to influence 


_the thinking of the American people through various exhibi- 


tions on the stage or on the screen? Was that the purpose 
of your organization? | | 


MR. PARKS: I was never ' instructed at any time to do 


“thie, and ‘I think that au you are a follover of the motion 


pioture industry -- that is, if you “g0- to movies is what I 
mean -- if you are familiar with it, ¥ think that it is 
almost evident that this was not done in pictures. 

MR. WALTER: Well, was it talked about? Was it the 


purpose of the Communist organization to attempt to set up 


om: hard core in Hollywood that would slant pictures and per- 


“ formances so as to influence the thinking of the American 


people? | —— 
| MR. PARKS: Not to my knowledge, Mr. Congressman, at all. 
As I say, I was with a emall group of actors. But ae a: 

person who is close to the industry, I think that this is . 


almost an impossibility. If you are familiar -- you probably : 
| 


aren't -- with the making of pictures, first of all it's in- , 


possible I feel, as an actor, to do this as an actor. I vas 


never asked to do it. It was never discussed. And I think 


tt: 19 impossible. | 


lop script that is written is the important thing about 


| . I . . 
. 1 ee 
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making a picture. You can only make a stinker if you have : 


\ 
} 


‘poor script. . : » 3 | 
MR. WOOD: On that poiht, wouldn't it be true that the 

writer of that script is in, position to very decidedly _ 

slant -- | | a - 
MR. PARKS: No, sir, I don't believe this te true. I 


really and honestly don't believe that this’is true. Because 


every studio-- You see, there are, I think, on the average 


of about 400 pictures made in Hollywood approximately. I 


don't know the exact number. J think it's something like 
that. ante is divided uP among & nvaer of ‘studios. A 
. script passes through’ ueually -- arid Wesetinateiy’ -- @6 an 
i actor I think this -- through too many hands. My personal 
opinion is that a script should be written by one man and — 
it should be directed by the seme man. But this happens 
hardly ever to my kmowledge. It passes through several 
vriters usually. They think-- If one man 4s good for jokes, . 
‘they put him in for jokes. And another man, if they vant . 
_@ tear-jerker, they will assign hin’ to that particular portion | 


of it. 


ta 


It goes to an associate producer, a producer, the heads 
( of the studios. And I think you are fanil ier vith the men 
| that are the heads of the studios in Hollywood. And it 18 
“my opinion, it 1s ny personal opinion, my studied opinion, 


+ that this is an impossibility. And to bear me out --. 


‘ 
! 
i 
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MR. WOOD: And aian't. happen? | 

MR. PARKS: I is not believe that this has ever happened. 
MR. WOOD: Very well. Now -- | 
MR. PARES: In my opinion. 


MR. WOOD: Now, you're leaving @ very decided impression 


on my mind that in your thinking there vas nothing, no 


> : bo Ba) , 
attempt to influence the character of the pictures or: other 


entertainuent that emanated from the studios that your group 
was connected with, and that inane was nothing off color about 
the action or the conduct of, any of the people that . 
belonged. to it. Then, how could it ponetoly retiect against 
the members of this group ah the names to be known, any more . 
than it would if they belonged | to the Young Men's Christian 
Assootation? - 


MR. PARKS: May I answer mie, Congreseman? 


MR. WOOD: Yes. I'm asking you. 

MR. PARKS: Yes. Asa finish to-vhet I said before, and 
I think to bear me out on what I said before, you may or may: 
not like the picture that cones sues and I am not saying 


that each picture is an artistic or a commercial masterpiece.- 


This ie not true. Everyone imovs this. But|I think this is 


‘the proof of what I say: That you cannot find one picture 


that has been slanted adversely deliberately. This I do not 
bel feve. | - 


Again, @ man can make @ mistake in ‘alent. Congressman. 


' 
H 
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A man can make a mistake in judgment. 
Now, to answer your last question, I must-- I feel 
\ . | 
© 48 Ido about it because myself I em a good example I think. | 


As I said before, it's not easy personally for me to be 


here. Anybody who thinks it is is out of their mind. Over 


and. above that, it is gount sul vhether, aoeee appearing before 
oie committee, shisise my career will sontinier Tt is 
extreusls CoUR hats For ne hére and telling. -you the 
truth, | . | 
You see, there vere other mings open to me that I could 
have done. But, footing that I have not done anything wrong, . 
° that: I will Nett you the truth. ‘There were other things — 


that vere open to me that I could have done, and I chose not | 


to do then. _ 
MR. WALTER: Actually, the producers, Particularly in 
Fecent years, have been very careful to exanine nonzpte 80 | 
that they would not be slanted. Is that not the fact? 
MR. PARES: I think that this is correct. I think this 


is correct. 


MR. WOOD: I believe Mr. Doyle vented to ask youa 

: ie | ‘question. Mr. Doyle. Ody oh | = Je 3 
O | | MR. DOYLE: Mr. Perks, have you any inouiedas of the 
extent to which the movie industry, if it has, nee made a 


, conscientious effort to olean out any subversive influences 
h , 


. in the industry either on the part of the actors or 
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_ otherwise? Are you conscious of any fixed determination since 
1946? 


MR. PARKS: Yes, there certainly-- I think that this 1s 
. common Imovledge. 7 - ; . os ; 

MR. DOYLE: Well, is it part of your knowledge? we 

MR. PARKS: Yes,. of course. ‘When I gay "common _mowledge" 
I mean mine, yours, everybody’ 's. I TI bel teve that everyone 

‘imovs that there has been a conscious effort to be absolutely 
free of any kind of communism. 

‘MR. DOYLE: May I ask this? A few minutes ago you said 
you vere for a time honorary treasurer of one of these two 
groups that you stated you bel feved you vere & meuber of. 2 
think you said the extent of your duty as honorary treasurer 
vas to sign a batch of checks all‘ at the sane time. 

MR. PARKS: That's right. oo: 

| MR. DOYLE: To vhom were those checks written or for what. 
purpose? ‘3 - | | 

MR. PARKS: Well, these vere written to. pay the office 

Raia; ehacesonstanten! the clean-up man, the teachers, 
electric company, the utility bills, bills for lumber and paint 


pe . for scenery, et cetera. Re 2 


( |" MR, DOYLE: Now, I noticed just nov you said these 
checks were paid for secretaries and office help. What 
Pa. secretaries? How many secretaries and what, office help for 


what organization? 


t . 
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MR. PARKS: For the Actors Lab. 


MR. DOYLE: How many secretaries did you have? , 


certain times when a show vas being given and tickets vere 


} 

| re @ | MR. PARKS: Well, it varied from none to one to at 
| peing mailed out to -- I don't really recell -- possibly 
if 


three, four. 


4 


MR. DOYLE: Now, with reference to the cell which you 


H 


said you attended some 12 or 15 times to the best of your 


recollection, -- b 


a MR. PARKS: Yes. 
ca MR. DOYLE: -- was that attendance spréad over from 1941 
to 19457 | 
MR. PARKS: That's correct. 
MR. DOYLE: Inclusive? 
MR. PARKS: That's -- 
' MR. DOYLE: I think you said your attendance averaged 


from five to 12 or 15. 


MR. PARKS: Well, as I recall, it averaged from five, 2 


ten, 12, in that -- 
MR. DOYLE: Were the majority of those in attendance 
men or women? 7 - . [ 
MR. PARKS: I would say it vas-- “Thad never thought 
. about it. I suppose equally divided. | 
| sw. povne: 4a you recognize at each meeting at vhich 
you were in attendance some actors and come actresses? . ! 
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MR. PARKS: That's correct. _ 
MR. DOYLE: About what proportion of the attendance, vhen 


12 or 15 were in attendance, were members of the ectors' or 


: 4 actresses! group? | 
| MR. PARKS: Well, when I. say 12, this as I recall-- I'm 
using this number. I don't recall the exact number. 1 think | 
| ; that probably vas the largest meeting. And these vere all | 
tm the acting profession. | | 
| MR. DOYLE: Then, am I to understand that the entire 
ne attendance vas, 88 far'as you nev, members of the actors’. 
profession? ; 
| ae MR. PARES: =I believe that thie 1s true. 
cP : MR. DOYLE: Was this one céll limited to members. of the 
| actors” profession? | 
MR. PARKS: To the best lor my knowledge, ' I believe it 
: "yap Limited to that. | ee . | \ 
| MR. DOYLE: It was aaaveaas - | 
MR. PARES: I believe it, vas, yes. | 
| MR, DOYLE: And I think you seid you more or less had a 
| | social affair. Did you have’ refreshments? 
\ _ MR. PARKS: Yes, ve did. Coffee. Well,| I'm serious 
‘Cz 7 when I say that. Coffee, doughnuts. | | 


MR. DOYLE: Did the ceil have dues? : 
MR. PARKS: It did. 


MR. DOYLE: How much vere the dues? 


. , te: ! ro . . eens nf . aoe | \ 
‘ Les . } 
: I 
! ; : 
- 


\ : 
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MR. PARES: | well, again, 7s aaeeeeuee for me to say. 
As I recall, I thank -- : 
MR. DOYLE: flow much did you pay? 

MR. PARKS: Well, during -- 

MR. DOYLE: And how often? | 

MR. PARKS : Well, siping the course-- I must explain 


to you & little about myself: That I'm not, I don't think, 


'@ stingy man, = I'm mown as & close man vith ‘a dollar, 


and I'm serious vhen I say this. And to the best of my 


kmovledge, I think during the short time I vas connected with 


this Organ seein. that I could not have contributed more 
than 50, 60 dollers during this entire time. 

' MR. DOYLE: You mean you were connected with this one 
oell from 1941 to 1945, inclusive, yet you only paid a total - 


of 50 or 60 dollars in those four, years? 


MR. PARKS: _ ‘Well, the dues, as I recall, when you weren't . 


vorking were about 75 cente a month, as I recall, and if you 


were working I think you paid some percentage. I didn't. 


MR. DOYLE: To what organization did you pay the dues 


asa member of the cell? 


MR. PARKS: I gave them to “ right at the meeting. 
MR. DOYLE: In check? : | 
|- MR. PARKS: No, I believe I gave them in cash. 
MR. DOYLE: Did you get a receipt for 1%? | 
MR. PARKS; No. 
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MR. DOYLE: Didn't ask for one? 


MR. PARKS: Didn't ask for it. 

MR. DOYLE: You mentioned that the cell members during 
the war discussed how the var was pedba. what did you mean 
by that? 

MR. PARKS: Well, at that particular time, thie I think 
- was the major topic of conversation for most people in the 
country, and this me certainly true of myself and the 
ecient that were at ‘these particular meetings. — 

MR. DOYLE: Were there ever any resolutions submitted . 
to the cell for consideration and action? I mean were ever 
any communications read to you in. the meeting from any other 
segment of the Communist Party, the Coumunfet organisation? 
pia ae ever listen to any communications read to you in 

any cell meeting she four years? If we what? 
| | .MR. PARKS: I honestly cannot say that I ever heard 
en} such communication. . I don't believe 80. 

MR. DOYLE: well, dia anyone ever give you a Ponoxt of 
any kind on Communist Party activities in those four. goare: 
at any of these cre meetings? If 80, what report? 
were st you interested in the progress of the Communist 
Party? Didn't anyone send you reports or give you an oral 
report? | | 

MR. PARKS: Well, I think that certain things vere 


mentioned at some of these meetings that a certain number 


\ ; \ . 
t \ | 


oe 


re 
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of people had been approached as far as our particular group 


! | 
was concerned, and this was about the extent of it as. recall. 


MR. DOYLE: That was going to be my next question. 
Basing this question on the| fact that you iiss laid the 
groundvork that you vere idealistic, ed and progressive 
at the age of 25, and so forth, and that is pevhape one 
reason you joined the Communist Party, or at least you gave it 
as one reason for your joining it, -- 
MR, PARKS: No, that 1s the reason. . { 

‘MR. DOYLE: Well, of course, -- 

MR. PARKS: I gave it as the Teenens a. 

MR. DOYLE: May I ask this? You have just stated nov 


that reports were made as: to people being approached. Nov, 


you made en effort, didn't you, as & member of the cell-- 


Didn't that cell make efforts to increase its ovn membership 
in Hollywood? | 

MR. PARKS: I personally, to the best of my kmovledge, 
never made such an effort.. | 

- MR. DOYLE: No, but you heard aoparea of what was peing 

done by the cell? | 

MR. PARKS: That's correct. 

MR. DOYLE: Well, what reports were given as ‘to the 
activities of the cell? 

MR. PARKS: Well, I don't remember. It's been 8 iong 


time ago as I told you. And I'm not trying to evade this 


age a 
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question at all. I'm honestly not. But a minor report was 
i ai «probably made. I don't recall substances of any of these. 


That -- 


MR. DOYLE: Well, nov, you notice, Parks, I'm deliberately 
avoiding at this time asking you names of any other person. 
| MR. PARKS: Yes. ! | 


t 
J 


( 


_ MR. rose: For the aimpate of my questioning I am | ; 
aseuming you vant to be helpful to the Committee « and tell the | 
activities. of the cell that you were in. | : 
a MR. PARKS: That's: correct, and I am doing this. 

MR. DOYLE: - Now, manifestly, the cell was trying to 
increase its membership, wasn't it? f 


MR 


- 


PARKS: That's m compet. 


aa MR. DOYLE: And you were a member of the cell? 


! 


MR. PARKS: That's correct. 
MR. DOYLE: You testified that you heard reports -- 
| MR. PARKS: Well, as Y wages a4 | a 
MR. DOYLE: -- of what the cell was doing to increase its © 
“membership. ~ ; ae | 
7 : . MR. PARKS; Well, aut really going a bit further a 
7 than I said, Congressman. 


. a oe i , 
a -_ a0 MR. DOYLE: Well, you eo as far as you honestly. can and 


tell-us what activities the cell participated in to increase | 
its membership. =; 
i MR. PARKS: Well, I think that certain pesbere of the 


\ 
Jo: 


: . | 
! < 
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group aoe ecusnead people about vecoming & member of the 


us 
r 


somuaet Party. I myself never did this. I have never -- t 


i) MR. DOYLE : ia names vers, submitted of other 

y ¥ 
prospective members in youn presence, were they not? Names 
of prospective members were pallid or possibilities vere 


read off or submitted to the cell menbership, weren they? 


by 
MR. PARKS: It's possible tis this vas done. 

MR. DOYLE: Well, was it done? 

‘MR. PARES: As I say, it's been a long time ago. | I'm 


not evading the question at all. But, as I told you, I 


attended a@ very few meetings. Iwas not considered a good 
neeibee I'm not clear and articulate about everything that 
happened, because I imow very little of what happened. 
| . MR. DOYLE: Well, was any difference in philosophy 

between communism and our form of government ever discussed 
in the cell? What did you discuss besides drinking coffee? 

MR. PARKS: Well, we didn't discuss drinking coffee; we 
just Avani it. As I told you, at that particular time the 
war was going on, and this was of intone importance to every 
pmonscen at the time, and this, as I recall, vas ‘the major 


topic of conversation most of the time. 


! 
\ 


Then, the discussions also evolved around cirrent 
events of the time. They also had to do with conditions 
of actors, as we were, as I recall, all actors: how we 


could get more money and better conditions. 


: . i 
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These were the major topics of conversation as I recall 
‘then. . | | 
MR. DOYLE: Well, vas it discussed amongst you that you 
could ‘get more money as @ member of the Communist Party than . 
you could just being a plain Democrat or Republican or member 
of some other party or not being a member of any, party? 
| MR. PARKS: No, this was never discussed to my knowledge 
at all. And, as a matter of fact, -- . 

MR. DOYLE: What was the Communist Party membership in 
this cell going to do for you in Hollywood? What vere the 
penefits of it? Why did you join the cell? What did you 
et out of it or hope to get out of it? | | 

“MR. PARKS: As I told you, as a | young man of 25 with 
ideals and a reonene for the indomton I felt at the time that 
toi was & legitimate political party -- like you would 
join the Democrats or Republicans -- and -- 
MR. DOYLE: When asa you first begin to feel-- I don't 
mean to interrupt | . - . | 
MR. PARKS: Excuse me. Could I just continue? 
MR. DOYLE: I think you gave that ansver a few minutes 
So age, the same ansver you are giving nov. 
mC = i | MR. PARKS: No, I really didn't. - I felt at the tine 
that this vas the’ most liberal of the political parties of 
the time. You might be interested to kmow that sll of this 


time I was a registered Democrat. I still am. And J have 


\ - a i & 
{ | ' l 
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voted from that time and before it the straight Democratic | 
ticket, because this was the practical thing to do. The other 
( 


was an idealistic thing. | 
MR. DOYLE: Now, may T\ask you this, my final question 


“4 
il 


I think for now: You were in that cell fre 1941 to 19455 
inclusive, as I understand ous answer? : | 
MR. PARKS: As I said, from i941, ae f'recall, to 1944 or 
| 1945. . . ; | | 
ae MR. DOYLE: Appeexinaenigs | | | 
MR. PARKS: Approximately that. | . 
MR. DOYLE: About how many yeare were you in thet cell 
_ defore you ‘vegan to be 41sii1uetoned -- the proposition that i 
perhaps the party you joined was ot. the. ansver to your : 


idealism? How long did it tet you es come ‘to thet conclusion 


1 
1 


before you dropped out? f 


MR. PARKS: Well, "@isillusion” is not the exact vord | 


that I vould choose, I don't think, et that particuler time. 
MR. WOOD: Do I understand from that, ansver, sir, that 
“you are not yet disillusioned about it? I | 
MR. PARKS: No, ioe. Don't bend it. Because I don't 
mean it that way at all. T am ansvering this' Congressman 's 
question to the best of my knovledge that it wasn't a question 
of Gisillusionment really at that time. It was a question of 
‘lack of interest, of not finding -- you may call it . 


disillusionment if you vant, but not finding the things: 


\ 
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| that as & young man vith those particular feelings -- not vi 
| - ‘pinaing the things that I thought I vould find. | 
! MR. DOYLE: Were most of the 12 or 15 occasions on 
which you attended in 1941, 1942 and 1943, or were most of 

| them 4n 1944 and 1945? How would you estimate? 


oo MR. PARKS: Well, it would be hard for me to estimate 


that, because when I was--| I began to work more, and when 


.I worked I didn't go. And |4t would be hard for me to say, 


| through this lack of interest in not finding vhat as @ young 

: man I was looking Foss whether these were at the veginn ing 
or the end. I.do imow that it just petered out 1ike a 

| | | spent rocket. : 


MR. KEARNEY: Will the Cen caanesiatar! 


MR. DOYLE: I just want one more question. 
Mr. Parks, of course you were vell acquainted with some 
of the members of the cell?.. | | 
MR. PARKS: Could I just explain one other thing when I 
say when I worked I didn't go? If you know anything about an | 
: . aotor's work, 1t goes from six in the morning till seven- | 
Par thirty, eight at night, and when you do work you really 
i don't have much time for anything else. And I have finished 
my forty-first picture in ten years. And this means I have 
‘ueeneveues pretty have: | . | 
MR. DOYLE: I greatly so upect the dedication of you 


I i 
artists to your profession and the diligence with which you 
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work at it. Now, let me ask this further question: You, 
re ( . 1 aon ¥ 


of course, in these four or five years became acquainted with 


\ 
some of the members of the cell? 


MR. PARKS: With what? 


ie : 

:'MR. DOYLE: You became acquainted with some other members 

: 

of the cell so you had a talking acquaintance at least? 
{ 


MR. PARKS: That's correct. |! 


MR. DOYLE: Now, did you ever discuss With some other 


1 
i} 


members of the cell; the fact that you were becoming less 


t 
‘ 


satisfied or not satisfied? That ia, that |you didn't find 


in the Communist Party membership that which you had hoped? 


MR. PARKS: I believe that I did. 

: / ; 

_MR. DOYLE: With men or women? 

[Pace 

| / 

| MR. PARKS: This I cannot recall. But I am sure-- I 


} 


don 't recall the conversations, but I am sure that these did 
take place. 
‘MR. DOYLE: What was the substance of their expressed 


attitude to you? Did they agree with you or did they disagree 


- with you? 


i.MR. PARKS: Well, as I recall, many times people agreed 


vith what I felt, how I felt. This is one of the reasons 


‘that I feel as I do about the people that I kmew at that 


particular time, because I don't recall any time anyone giving . 


me a preety serious argument about the way I felt. 


i MR. DOYLE: While you were 4. member of that cell from 
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1943 to 1945, did it come at all clearly to you that the 


Communist Party vas part of an international conspiracy 
Hoe 4 
against our form of government? Did you ever come to that : 
| = | 
conclusion while you were a member of the cell? 


MR. PARKS: No, not while Ives a@ member of baa pare 


: | 
ticular group. As ig told you, I didn't find the things that 
me had. hoped to find. 


' MR. KEARNEY: Will the soiioaan: yie1d at this point? 


MR. DOYLE; Let me ‘ak this last question. I. appreciate 


sods usnengatty, General. 


' 


Did you, while a member of that cell, coms to the. 


Sonerus ton either in part or in whole that the Communist 
Panty program was aimed at vorld domination? 

MR. PARKS: Not at that particular time I did not. 
MR. DOYLE: When did you come. to that conclusion, if 
| at ‘all? | i) | 

| MR. daa well, I think the way most seenyuedy” hae | 
sone to that conclusion, with the recent and not so recent 


events in the history of the world, in the history of our 


| MR. DOYLE: One more question. 
| Z : 
MR. PARKS: This what is happening now. I think this is 


1 
self-evident to most everybody. 


: | MR. DOYLE: Did you make any effort yourself, Larry 


- | Parks,) @8 a member of this cell, to increase its membership? 
. . | | | 
i! 
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MR. VELDE: And you realize now that that judgment was 
‘wrong? That it actually was a subversive organization at that 
time? . | 

| sae "PARKS: I can only pie you what I expenssuced nyself, 
you see, what little I knew about it, and this is the only . 
way that @ man can judge. | | _ ' 


MR. VELDE: Tn asking for your judgment at thie tine 


as to whether or not you were mistaken in your judgment and 
actually that the Communtat Party wes a subversive organization 
_ at that time. - | 
| . MR. PARKS: Well, this 15 very hard for me to sey. It 
really is. Because I honestly don't mow. What I felt about 
it ideide thet time, what I observed, that nothing wrong was 
eves done, you see. ee 
MR. VELDE: It! i's not what you felt. during that time, Mr. 


Parks. It's what you feel now about the Communist Party at 


-that time. 


2 i aS 


MR. PARKS: What I feel now is entirely different than 
what I felt then. 


MR. VELDE: In other words, now you feel that it was 4. 


fgg tee 


subversive organization at that time? . - 7 
a —— MR. PARKS: I think a great change has occurred in ‘thts 
" ‘particular organization. This is- ay opinion. 

t MR. WALTER : In other vords, you feel that the “ao-goocere' 


have gotten out re and there. is. nothing reua.ining nov_ 


mS bey . 
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except the hard-boiled polthee7en ey | e 
MR. PARKS: ‘I would say that in substance I agree with 
this perfectly. 
MR. VELDE: Mr. Parks,, -- 


MR. PARKS: There possibly ‘can be exceptions to this, 


put certainly not in the major part at all. 

MR. VELDE: Mr. Parks, , how could you possibly knov — 
other members of your particular cell felt ‘about the purposes 
of the organization -- that: is, the Communist Party organiza- ba 
oy . 

MR. PARKS: Well, at tte Te ‘time during ‘the 
war, a common purpose unites all of the people of this’ 
country, practically all of’ the people of this country. 

MR. VELDE: I don't think you are answering my question, 
Mr. Parks. I realize your reluctance in telling the membership 
of your organization. 7 

MR. PARKS: Would you repeat the question then? f 
didn't -- 

MR. VELDE: Just a moment. Let me finish, please. We 
head a witness down Here last year, Lee Presaman, who vas 
‘Likewise reluctant to answer questions ‘concerning his 
association with members| of his own Communist Party cell, but 
eventually he did, and me Comittee received his testimony, 


| 
and it did the Committee @ lot of good to realize thet | he 


would give the testimony. we realize that (1s trus, and 1 


((j(((2,°,==. 
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understand your eada tense: but I think you vill agree that 
: : a ! ; 


the Committee is a legally organized committee and has a 
function to do. 
MR. PARKS: I agree with this perfectly. 


MR. VELDE: And @s such it has the right to inquire 


as to the names of members of the Communist Party during the 
sai | | | | 
| MR. PARKS: This 1s your right. | 
MR. WOOD: Mr. Counsel, did. you have one further question | 
before we adjourn? | . | 
"MR, TAVENNER: Yea, etx. vould like to ask just one— 


or two questions. | 


oe : Mr. Parks, you are no doubt acquainted vie Mr. Samuel @. 
| Wood, @ motion picture producer and director, or at least you 
vere acquainted with him? - 

; MR. PARKS: Well, I don't pelieve that I have over met. 

| the gentleman. I'm quite-- (If this is the man that died | 

@ year or two ago, -- : 7 

MR. TAVENNER: Yes. 

i a MR. PARKS: as I'm an admirer of his work as a director, . 
: I don't belfeve I have ever met him. I don't recall meeting | 

ce him. es : = 


MR. TAVENNER: But you know of whom I am speaking? 
. : ¢ . | ‘ i 
MR. PARKS: Yes, I do. | Sam Wood? Right? 


MR. TAVENNER: Yes. mpys he testified, before this 
\ 
I! | 
. : | 
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. definitely under the control of the Commun'tet Party and the. 


‘people that teach there. Any kid that goes in there vith 


man of honor and integrity? 


| | | i 65 

! 
Committee vith regard to the Labora tory Theater as follows: 

: "Well, in fis eae days ve used to have youngsters who 
uae @ chance to as to become actors and actresses through 
the stock companies. Every city had ‘two or three stock 
companies. But now most of them have been eliminated. They 
have to.go to these schools. They put on plays. They get 
parts. ‘They sey and become efficient, and we see them in 


the theaters or see them in some Pasadena Playhouse or some- 


thing 1 ike that. But the Laboratory Snes I think ts 


American ideals hasn't a chance in the world." 
Do you agree with his statement? — 
mR. PARKS: i dissgeee with this. @uphetiesiiys I disagree 
vith 1t emphatically. 7 


MR. TAVENNER: But do you agree that Mr. Wood is a 


MR. PARKS: I agree that Mr. Wood is a man that turned. 


out many fine motion pictures. I don't know the gentleman. 


I never mev him, and I don't recall ever having met him, 
But I disagree with this emphatically. 


MR. TAVENNER: But do you still feel that in light of 


that testimony regarding Mr. Wood you should be the judge 
as to whether or not you testify as to who were connected vith 


the theater -- 


66 


MR. PARKS: No. At no time did I say that I was to be. 
‘the judge. I was explaining my position to you. I have 
opened nyeolf to you. And I am asking you gentlemen to be 

_ the judge, because this is not: my duty here. I am a witness. 
You qentlenen must be the judge of this. | 
MR. TAVENNER 2 But you see there is a. vast difference 
" apparently hetueen your opinion of the activities of that 
organization and the opinion of others who have testified 
before this Committee. 

MR. PARKS: Well, let me tell. you then about the 
activities of this organization, and then you form your own 
opinion. This ‘I think would be the only fair thing to do. 

MR. TAVENNER: Proceed. | | 

MR. PARKS: ae activities of the Lab I think vere 
admirable. I atan't happen to egree vith certain of the 

“objectives from a professional point of view. This vas 
my disagreement. The work of the Lab I think has been very 
fine. I think thet from a standpoint of-- Mr. Wood was 
quite correct when he said that there 1s no place hardly 
today where an actor can get his training e as he used to, 
except novadays: recently the summer theaters have | come up. 7 
i "| feel that the Actors Lab as a training ground for 
actors was probably; the finest of its kind, with the finest 
courses.and the finest directors. It had the cream of the 
io ca ! ‘ 


talent appearing on its stages and for the army. I personally, 
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MR. PARKS: I do not’recall ever making an effort to: i 

increase -- | . = 

MR. DOYLE: Did you teu see or observe anyother | 1 

member of that cell do any act designed to cia pa the ; | 
; membership in the cell? | | | ; | 


MR.PARKS: I personally don't recall ever having seen be 


this, and this is an honest and truthful ansver. © , | 
MR. KEARNEY: Mr. cha ina: se | | | 
MR. WOOD: General Kearney. | . 
MR. KEARNEY: Mr. Parks, there vas one portion of your 
- testimony that I cannot understand. I cannot understand 
| your lack of interest in the Communist Party, when, from 
your own testimony, no member of the Communist Party ever 
‘guneaned at any of the meetings attended by yourself and ca 
spoke. . : . . _ 
MR. PARKS: I don't understand the question. Would you . 
repeat it? | | 
MR. KEARNEY: Well, you testified some few minutes ago 
i . that no member of the Commun ist Party ever appeared vefore 
: "any of the meetings that you attended and spoke. a 
MR, PARKS: No, I don't. believe I said) this. I don't 
| oo, believe I said this at all. a | 


| 


MR. KEARNEY: That is my strong recollection of your. 


testimony. 


7 MR. PARKS: What I, said, that to my recollection no -- 
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‘ . \ 1 
,. 1 think I used the vord "big shot." | 
MR. KEARNEY: Well, vere there members of the Commun ist 


Party who appeared at your meetings and spoke to your 


(group? a 7 | 


"MR. PARKS: We were all. at that particular time members | 
of the Communist Party. | . : 
MR. KEARNEY: I mean from other cells quteide of your 
own. 
‘MR. PARKS: There vas one instance that I do recall vhen 
- this 41d happen. | | | 
MR. KEARNEY: Can you give his name? 
‘MR. PARKS: Again I wieh you would not press me. 
MR. WOOD: I will ‘state for the poner it of the meubers | | 
| we are going to take a recess perhaps for a very short time | 
for lunch, at which time I ast the committee to assemble | | 
pack in the room for the purpose of deteraining this matter | 
of policy, and after we resume the vitness van be advised 
a what the disposition. of this Committee is with reference to 
‘Ais apparent aisinclination to ansver Questions. _ ' | 
MR. VELDE: Mr. Chairman, I vould like to ask one = | 
“question. I don't propose te prolong this discussion very 
much further. But, as I remember it, you stated that you 
Bow believe that the Commnsit Party of the United States 


is a subversive organization. Is that true? — 


MR. PARKS: I thought hyow vere going on. Is that the 
1, . \ . 
| 

| 
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MR. VELDE: Is that true? 
MR. PARKS : Yes, e do. 


: MR. ‘VELDE: But at that time that you went into the 


Communist Party, you felt that it was not a subversive 


coe ization? 4 | 
: | 


| MR. PARKS: thet is anette correct. ! 
| MR. VELDE: Well, do you now oe that at the time you 
ae to the Communist Party that it ea was & subd- 
ierwive-c organization at that time? 
MR. PARKS: Agean this is only a er opinion. What 
I peaenved at that’ time I cannot say that this was true. 


What I observed personally, the i as that I hed with 


the amell group of|people that J mew, this is the nig way 
that I can judge. | 

| MR. VELDE: Well, you have a pretty strong feeling though 
event that tine: ‘that you Vere: duped, that-you a16n’t actually 
know the purposes of the Communist Party? Ien't that true, 

Mr. Parka? “% 


MR. PARKS: No. Again I say I will make no apologies, 


t 


you see, for what I did except the mistake in judgment, and 


* 4t's debatable. 


MR. VELDE: Well, your judgment was at that time that 


.  4t'vas not a subversive or disloyal organization? 
\ 


f MR. PARKS: Thie 1s my considered judgment. 
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for instance, appeared in three shovs that we toured all over 

the army camps, like "Three Men on a Horse," "Arsenic and o1d 

_ Lace," "Kiss and Tell." They had the greatest casts. You  _—._— 

couldn't possibly have artgrded these kind of casts on Broad- | 


way. No producer could Be this rich. Because these people 


from the bits to the starring parts were giving of their 
At 

Co | 
These are the reasons!, I think the record of the Lab 


time. 
‘speaks for itself as far as its soctiities are concerned and 
the good that it has done. And I can t pros to you that it | 
was a good acting school. hoe 1s ‘impossible. But in my m 
opinion as an actor, this ves a hive acting school. 
\ MR. TAVENNER: I am not questioning the skil1 of the 
f°. group that were working there. — 
| MR. PARKS: Yes. 
MR. TAVENNER: I am talking about the influences -- 
MR. PARKS: That's right. | 
MR. TAVENNER: -- through Communist Party circles. 
- MR. PARKS: The only way that you can influence through 
| an organization like the Lab, in my opinion, is py the kind 
of.material and the way it is ‘done. Now, if; you go down the 
List of the plays and the classics and the modern plays that 
_ the Lab has done, eusreehing from Shaksepeare and before, . 
playwrights of al sfuntries, thie is the only way I think | 


thet you can Judge the worth of an organization 1ike this. 
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o ‘MR. TAVENNER: Well, do you agree that it was the object 


io 
and purpose of the Communist Party to exert an influence ut 

: OO) "through the professionels: in Holl yvood in the advancement of | 

fo _ the cause of communism? | : 

: MR. PARKS: No, I cannot agree with this at all. | | 
7 ; MR. TAVENNER: Are you acquainted with the report on | 
| _ the National Convention in Relation to Cultural Movement by : 

V. J. Jerome delivered in 1938? 7 : 
"MR. PARKS: No, I em not. | 
MR. TAVENNER: Well, let me read this paragraph to you: | 
"and further ve must more than ever impress the 
( i professions, our friends and sympathizers, that we have a 


ee positive approach also to their work, It isn't just @ question-- 
. They shouldn't ‘anwine that they ais just brought into the 
- party as though to be turned into instruments apart from 
their vork, but on the contrary that their coming into the 
party was their being friends of the party and sympathizers. 
ke . 68 in terms of their actual work. We do not always make this 
| -elear. The party increasingly cherishes and salues specific 
' Qualities that the professionals bring into our midst. Gone 
de’ the day when we just: took a pmotenwionsl comrade and 
assigned him to do nondescript ‘party work. We say, on the 
- sontrasy? ‘Comrades, you have something specific to eine: You 
| have the general contributions to make in your loyalty, in 


your dues payment, your attendance and your various duties 


L ry 
~_ 
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ie | 
and tasks to perform, but you have also a different contribu- 
tion to make , whether you are a eiiiae. a film artist, a radio 
performer. We need this, no matter how valuable you are to 
the; party on the picket line, and if in your turn you do not 
contribute you would not really be valuable to us.' This is 
important’ to Rogtetor And we must also renteter the fact 
that the party is not satisfied with anything save the best 

in terme of quality and caliber d6a event that ‘ie comrades 
can produce. ie 48 nothing is too good for the working 


class, and not, as some say, and possibly by their inferior 2 


- work, not because they are unable to do better but ‘a sort 


of sloppy arrangement, that anything is good enough for the. 
working class. We want quality. We want good leaflets, 
splendid posters such as the Communist Party of Germany used 


to put out when artists such as Kathe Kollwitz gave of their 


pest to poster production, and, of course, murals and everything 


that 18 good. We want our basic agitational work to reflect 


that ve have talented professionals oe midst, good 

sketches, good plays. In fact, unless the form is there the 

content is not there." | | | | 
Doesn't that indicate to you a very definite and 


determined plan and perfected plan on the part of the Communist 


. Party to use its Communist Party cells in the advancement 


of ite program in Hollywood as well as elsewhere? 


MR. PARKS :, That, would: be my impression from listening 
NA re ; 
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to you read that. 


‘MR. TAVENNER: In the entertainment rieia? 

MR.’ PARKS: I can only give you what I personally know 
and what my particular Imowledge is on this, what my opinion 
is about certain things. ) = 

MR. JACKSON: Mr. Chairman, may I ask. one question before 
we adjourn? . 

_ om. WOOD: Yes, Mr. Jackson. | 

_ MR. JACKSON : Mr. Parks, why an your Opsnscn: were you 
soltcitea for membership in the comamast Party? 

MR. PARKS: Well, I imagine I saeaie working at the time 
so! it was not from a standpoint of eet tine aby kind of 
gies. ‘I imagine that 1t was because I was young and 
probebiy, as I said, idealistic, and my vievs és the under- 
privileged and the sunderdog were probably knovn at the time, 
and I imagine that. this was Me reason. 


MR. JACKSON: 'You think it had nothing to do with your 


potentialities as an actor? That you were solicited just as 
someone down on Skid — might have been taken into the 
party? | 

MR. PARKS: - Well, perhaps not quite to that extreme. I 
“ies it vasn't quite to that extreme. But at the time-- I 


started to say I hate to admit it, but I really don't -- I vas 


not considered to have much talent as an actor by many people. 


As.a& matter of fact, I'm rather proud now of @ certain 


: ' 71 
progress that I have made I! think as an actor myself. 1 
alvays thought I had possibilities, but I vas practically thel 
only one that thought this. And I don't think that it was from 


that viewpoint that I was approached at all. I don't mean to 


give you a facetious answer, because it's not; this is true. 
MR. JACKSON: You say today you are entirely out of 
sympathy with the Communist’ philosophy, with ite manifeste- 


! 


tions as they have. appeared!’ in recent years! since your separation 
prod the party? - a | 

MR. PARKS: I certainly an: I think that any power 
that is trying to, in my opinion, take svee thé world in this 
manner I think ts wrong. . 

MR. JACKSON: ‘T think a concomitant of that would’ be 
then in case of conflict between the United States and the 
Soviet Union you would bear arms in defense of the United 
States? ; 

MR. PARKS: Without question. 

MR. WOOD: We will teke a recess at this time until 
‘two-thirty. a ok 7 | = 

(Thereupon, at 12:35 p.m., the hearing|was recessed : 


to reconvene st 2:30 p.m. this date.) . 
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AFTERNOON SESS 10N ) 


pee 


Te committee reconvened at 2:50 Demo, pursuant to the 
 Pecess. | a / | 
Mr. WOOD. The committee will be in order. 
let the record show that the membere present are Messrs. 
Walter, Doyle, Frasier, Velde, Kearney, Jackson, Potter, and 
' Wood. | | | 
‘Mp. MANDEL. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Parks would like to make 
a further application and telk to the committee about the 


question of naming names. He would appreciate it if the 
committee would hear him out la few eee what he has to. 
= say on the subject. 
| . Mp. WOOD. I thodgnt he expressed himself pretty fully 
i thie morning. We are taking a good deal of time on this 
hearing. I think counsel tas a few more questions. Maybe 
they will bring out what. he wants to say. | | ) . + 
MR. MANDEL. What he has to say rT think te very. pertinent 
at this point x I don't think’ we oan judge it'until he says 


, ae It meee only take. him three minutes or 80 to say it. 


in view of the fact he has ocoperated 80 completely with the 
. 7 committee, I think he should de granted three) minutes to say 
| what he has to say, then he te willing to be, guided by the 


“ | pomittee. SA | } 
ye, WOOD. =I see no objection to it. Make it as brief 
as you oan, Mr. Parks. . 


| 
A 
| 


ie | . , 
‘Mr. PARKS. Iwill, Mr. Chairman, . 
7 * po TESTIMONY OF LARRY PARKS (Resumed) 


oO 2 


fool and experience, from the top of your Bead to +e tip of 


. Mr. PARKS. To be an actor, a good actor, you must really 


your toes, what you are doing. . I tola oa. this As propebay: 
the moat difficult morning and efternoon Ihave spent, and I 
wieh that if it was at all crete 866, it le a little 
aifferent to sit there and to ane: ese » and for a moment if 
you could transfer peaces with moe, mentally, and put yourself 


an my place. 


| 


ty people have ‘a long heritage in thts country. They 

fought in ene Revolutionary War to make this country, to 

&: oreate thie GOVERnESAY > of mbicr this committee ie a part. 
z have two boys, one thirteen months, one two weeks. Is this S 
the kint of heritage that I must hand down to them? Is this 
the kind of heritage that you would like to hand down to your 
ohildrent And for what purpose? Children as innocent as I’ 
an or ‘you are; people you already know. 

ZI don't think Z would be here today if I weren't a ba: 
esas you know as well as I, even better, that I know nothing 
that I dDelieve would be of great service to this country. _ 

O | | I think my cereer has deen ruined because of this, and I 
would appreciate not having to-- don't present me with the 
choice of oither being in contempt of this committee and going 


‘to jaar or + Foretag me to really orawl through the mud to be 
i 
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 antnformer, for what purpose? don't ‘think this 1s « | 
choice at all. I don't think this is really sportenanlike. 
I don't think this is American, I don't think this is American 
justice. I think to do something 1ike that ie. more akin to 
what happened under Hitler, and what 18 happening in Ruseia 
today. a | 
I don't think this is Aner ican: Justios for an | innocent 
mistake in judgment, if it was that, with the intention benind 
at pay of making this Souitey a better place in which to 
Live. -I think it is not dvefitting for this committee to 
force me to make this kind of a oholce. I don't think =" is. 
befitting to the purpose of the committee to do this. 
( | : As I told you,| I think this is peebabiy: the most aiffie 
| _oult thing I have done, and it seems to me ‘it would Ampair 
the usefulness of this committee to do this, because God knows 
4t fe airfioult enough to come before thie committee = tell 
“the truth. There wae ‘another choice open to me. I asa not 
ehoose to use it. I ohose oe oome and tell the truth. | 
: if you do this to me, r think it will impair the ‘useful- 
ness of thie committee to a great extent. because it will make 
it ‘almost impossible for a person to come to you, 96 I have 
"a . | done » and. open hinseit to you and tell you. ithe truth. 80 I 
. . Deg of you not to roree me to do this. 
Mr. WOOD. Proceed. © ; 
' Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Parks, there was a statement you made 
| | 
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this morning in the course of your testimony which interested 


1 
! 


me a great deal. This is what you said: 


"This ie a great industry ,"-- | 
_.'. speaking of the moving aaa industry-- 
"and I don't say this only ‘because it has been kind 
to me. It has a very important Job to do, to enter- 
tain people; in certain respects to eal) attention to 
certain evils, but eae to entertain." 


Now, do you believe that the persons who are in a position 


to call ayrentten to series evils ought to be persons who 
are dedicated to the principles of — we understand 
: them in this country? | | 
( | Mr. PARKS. I certainiy ‘agree with this completely. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you believe, on the other hand, that 
the persons who are in those responsible positions should be 
a people who are antagonistic to the principles of democracy 
and our form of Government, and who are members of a con- 
spiracy to overthrow our Government? | 

Mr; PARKS. Most assuredly I don't. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Then what is your opinion as to whether 


or not members of the Communist Party should be in positions 


| of power and influence in the various unions which control | 
the writing of soripté:, ‘the: ‘sotors, and various other things 
which we have ment Loned during the course of this hearing 
relating to the great industry of the moving pictures? 
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2 | | | 
Mey PARES. I thought I had made myself clear, oy 


feeling about this, that T certainly do not believe that 
those people should be: tn any position of power to be able - 


to direct this, of course I don't believe that, 
1 | i 
_ Mir. TAVENNER. Or to influence the course which it 


takes? 
i. PARES. That: is oorrect. 


‘My. TAVENNER. Then we will eek your sdopivattoa,: before 
this hearing is van; in helping us ewes those who : . 
are se have been members of the Communist Party, for that 
partioular purpose which we jhave mentioned. 

Mr. Parks, it is generally known and recognised that . 
the Communist Party, in order to function, mist raise money 
by various methoda. Will you tell us what you know of the 
methods by which money wae raised to promote the objects end 
purposes of the Ocmsante’ Barty walle you ers a member? | 

‘ Mr. PARKS. Well, unfortunately, I don't) believe I en 


able to answer that, because I don't recall any occasion of 


' that kind of raieing this kind of money that you speak of. 


When I was a member of the Communist Party I paid dues to 


it, as I told you, and rather meager Sentrsrersenee.. I don't 


‘Delieve I can help you on this, because I really don't know. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Did you take any part in fund-raising © 
campaigns which were cael by the Communist Party or 


by organisations known to you to be Communist -front organisations? 
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ter PARKS. I don't recall at the moment. This ie 
| - Like asking a man what he did in 1941, and he says, "I 
4 _ don't remember." If you say to hin, "pid you go fishing 
up on the Oregon River?” he will say, "Yes, yes, I aid." 
If you would accommodate me in this way perhaps I can answer 
your question. | 


Mr. TAVENNER. Did you make contributions to any 


organizations whioh you knew at the time or have known since 


- to be cited as Communist-front organisations? 


Mr.. PARKS. I believe that before the Independent 


artiste! Committee, whatever it 4s called, was oited, I cone. 
tributed to oa a dollars a month. | | 
€ | Mr. TAVENNER. Over how long a period of time? | 
. Mr. PARES.: ‘a yeer or so, I guess. At the time it was 
to - mind a _berfeotly legitimate organization. It has veen 
oited sie. I Believe, by the Attorney General in his list 
of organizations. Others might bee T don't recall them at 
the moment. . | 
| ' Mir. TAVENNER. Did you take part in any benefit per- 
formance, benefit t celebration, on behalf of Communtakerrent 
organizations? ; 
O | : wr. PARES. As en actor, Géunser, I have taken part in 
| many benefits for many organisations over the last ten years. 
. = ff you could be more specific, perhaps I could answer better. 
| Mr. TAVENNER » Have you taken part in any such celebra- 


7 
\ 
| 
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“tion where the proceeda mouse go to a Communist-front organi- 
ration which you knew “had deen oited es a Communist-front 
organization, or which you later found out hed been cited? 
lees: PARKS. I don't remember at the moment, but if you | 
could. be more specific. . | 
|Mir. TAVENNER. Bo. I am asking if you recall. 
| Mr. PARKS. I don't recall at, the moment. rf you could 
be more specific, so lag ZI could answer better.. 
Me. TAVENNER. Do you know anything of Communist Party 
"plans for raising wines for verious purposes in which the 


Communist Party was interested? 


Me. PARKS. . No, I saat honestly recall ee about 
( | ’ thie. Again, “if you could be more speoifio, . Pernane ZI could 
answer you more specifically, if you could give me an inatence 
of what you want to know, or what you. are driving ate | 
| Mr. TAVENNER. JI am merely asking what 12 know about 
: the ‘rateing of Communist Party funds. 
| vr. PARKS. At the moment I don't Feoall knowing enything a 
about. it. As I just told you, t have appeared in many benefits 
sean the past few years for many organisations, and if you ' 


ke : “ep ; 
- gould be more specific perhaps I could be more specific. TI 


4 : ; : ? 


oy 


an not trying to avoid the question. 
oe. TAVENNER. I have no trick question here through . 
“which I am attempting to -lead you into denial of something 


we know about. 


I 
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Mr. PARKS. I have come here and have been: as open: and 
aboveboard as Iocan. I think the testimony will bear me out. - 
| I am willing to help you ali I oan if you dould be more 
A | specific. As I told you, fi nave appeared at many venefits 
over many years. — ps 


a Ge 
Mr. TAVENNER. As far as you know, were any of these 


fund-raising benefits conducted for the benefit of the | 


| 
| V 


Communist Party? 7 


| Mr. PARKS.. I don't recall any at the moment. But egain 


‘I say, I have been to many benefits over, many years. 
Mr. TAVENNER. In your statement that you made at the 
- ‘Deginning of the afternoon session, you made a ‘etatenent 
(— which I cannot let go by without challenging it. You said 
| you were subpenaed here because you were a star. ur. Parks, 
Boe you were subpenaed here because the committee had informa- . 
tion that you had knowledge about Communist Party activities 
and that you had been a member. | | 
Mr o PARKS. I did not meen any sarerence by that, Counsel. 
All I meant was that I think you know, even better than I, | 
| | that I know nothing of any oonspirecy thet i trying to over- 
| throw this Government. ¥ou know this even better than Ze 
And my point was that I think if I was weiing in a drug 
atone, I doubt very much whether I would be here. 


Mr. TAVENNER. We have had many people before this / 


committee who have deen engaged in very menial forms of . . ; 


| ! . | . 
| | 
: 


NN , | 


BS 
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opinion, I have no career Left. 


‘ { 
making a Liverinood, lana that will de 60 in the future. 4 
itr. PARKS. Please don't take that in the wrong spirit, ; 
Because it was not meant in the wrong spirit. 
Mr. TAVENNER. I am glad it. was not. 
I aid not fully underscand your habarense: to the eeenibis 
destruction. of your oareor by being subpensed here. You aid 


| 
not mean to anfer by that et thts ea wae. bringing 


-you here because of any effect it might have ion your career? 


Mee PARKS. No, I didn't infer that at all. What TI 
meant, and what I aeta,: was thet Decause of oe in ay 


iw. TAVENNER. Don't you think ‘that that question aie ~ 


be influenced to some extent by’ the fullness jof the coopera- 


tion that you give the comaittes in a attosttea of. this kind? 
Mr. PARKS. I have — to cooperate. with the comnittes, 
in every way that I feel that I can, but I think the demage — 


has been done. This is my personal oplaton. 


wr. TAVERNER. Those are all the questions I have at 


thie time, Mr. Chairman. 


Wr. WOOD. Any questions?: 


Mr. JACKSON. Don't you think that more than the Geneee lone 


( 
that possibly has deen done you by this comnittee, which, 


rr 


after all, fe an expression: of the will of the American 


people and operates unter the mandate of the (people-- 


don't you think the great damage ocourred when you became a — 


“| os ie 


: | i oo 81 


member of an organization which has been found to advocate 
the overthrow of every constitutional form of government in - 
the world? Is this committee more to blame than your. own 
aot in affiliating with that organization? | | 

Me. PARKS. As I told you, Congressman, | when I was a 
good deal younger than I am now, ten yesre aE, I felt a 
certain way about certain things. I was an idealist, I felt 
strongly and I still do about the underdog, and it was for 
these reasons that this partioular organisation appealed 


to me at that time.| I have later fom that this would not 


fulfi2. my needs. At that time thia, I don't even dvelleve 
was a-mistake. It’ may neve been a mistake in Judgment. This — 


Gs debatable. But. at “two boys, for instance, I would rather 


have them make the same mistake I did under those oflroumstances 
than not feel like making any mistake at all and be a cow in 


the pasture. tr a man doesn't feel that way about certain 


things, then he is not a mane ‘The thing thet I aia, I do not 


believe that I aid anything that was wrong. Judgment, this 
is debatable. This) I agree. a | 
| Mr. JACKSON. You say, Mr. Peni, that your association 
at dest was haphaserd, and, in your own words, you are afraid 
you were not a very good Communist. 
Mr. PARKS. That is correct. 
Me. JACKSON. Upon what do you pase the opinion that 


the people whose names you have in your possession probably 
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have severed their relations. with the Communist Party or are — 
pot today members of the Communist Party? 

iw. PARKS o In ny opinion the few saopis that I knew 

ere people like myself and feel the’ way that I do. 

Mir. JACKSON. Well, of oourse, that 1a merely your 
judgment of the matter. Have you discussed their party 
affiliations with those with whon | you were effiliated in 
the: Party? | ae 

fi Mr’. PARKS. I have not, dut these people I knew, end 
this ‘is my honest opinion. You know these people. You know 
them as voll es I do. . 
"yp. JACKSON. Tf wA11 point cut to you that in a recent 
C os sane here in Washington some of the highest officials in 
; Government testivied on the stand to their honest belief 
that a man with whom they had been associated had never been 
-@ nember of the Communist Party, and in no way constituted 
any threat to our institutions, but every man who reads the 
newspapers knows how fellacious that opinion ° was. I merely 
point out that after ell, in ell good: faith, you. aight con- 
ceivably be entirely wrong as to the cpeuene statue of ‘ 
membership in the Commniet Party of some people whose names 
— a | | you evidence hesitancy about disclosing. 
( 7 oo I Mr. PARKS.. These men you speak of did not act as 
4oformers in any sense of the word. I told you about these. 


people. You know who the people are. And I have told you 


‘ 
‘ ! 
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‘not to do. 1 


with a lot of information we do not have, and I feel ‘sure you 


woul? be willing to do that to serve the best antersets of 


my ‘activities. You say you. don't know mine. h have tried to 


! 


J 
: | : 
hk. = 2 = 


t 


my Opinion of them. And I Daye told you that I think to force 


me to do something like thie’ is not befitting this committee. 


I don't think the committee would benefit from it, and I don't | 
think this 1s American justice to make mo choose one or the 


other or be in contempt of this committee, which is a committee | 


of my Government, or crawl through the mad ter no purpose, . 
because you know who these people are. This It what I beg you | 
| god 
Mr. JACKSON. This is oiso problematio, os Parks. I 
know who they wee. maybe you | lave entirely right, but. pg still 
think it ise within the province: of the committee “e  doteraine a 
how far ches will go in this Fespect. | 
Mr. PARKS. I am asking the committee not to do ite I 
an not setting myself up as a judge. JI am asking you to judge. 
Mr. VEIDE. I think you are wrong in asuaniag we know 
all of the activities in which you were engaged and all the 
people you were engaged in those activities. with. I am satie- 


fied you are wrong in that, and possibly you could furnish us 


the United States, of whioh you are a oitisen, 


i. PARKS. I have told you to the best of ay ability of 


tell you to the best of my ability of ay activities. 
Mr. WOOD. We will ack at this time to break in the | 
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testimony of this witness to. make an announcement concerning! 


his release from the subpena. TI request that he not leave 
the jurisdiction of the committee until later this afternoon. 

j ate? lL. 
\ 73 Mr. MANDEL. You want us around the rest of the afternoon? 


ir. woop. Yos. 
» ‘Mp. MANDEL. Thank’ you. 


(Witness temporarily exoused. ) 


| 
{ 


ee ’ 
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es TAVENNER. . Mr. Howard Da Silva. 


|e: WooD. Mr. Da siiva, will you please raise _your right : 
nant and be sworn. 


aoa . Ir. KENNY. My name is Reeny ee ana Los Angeles attorney. 
* She you recall, we sent a wire. I would ask’ thet that motion 
be atapoese of before he is sworn. . 

Mr. WOOD. ‘The witness will be sworn. It won't. interfere 


with any motion. aces aes ot 


[ Mr. KENNY. The motion was tol quash the sabpens:, rr he 
is not properly eubpenaed, if the ae is denied, of course 
7 the record has been. ‘am but as it now states there ie a 
metro. pending. before the committee that tng subdpena be 
I ‘ey quashed, on the ground that Me » Da Silva ie not a ‘witness but 
rather e defendant. tn a proceeding which may have the effect 
of depriving hin oe livelihood, and as such a defendant 
he cannot be called at all to: testify Beetoet himself. _ That 
ie why the motion was addressed ‘to the subpena. I suggest 
‘the logical way to handle that would be to erent or deny the 
motion to quash the subpenm, then if the motion is denied the 
record will be made and the witnees will be available to be 
sword: 7 ' 
‘Mp. WOOD, I-don't think this committee has authority 
to mde on a legal question as to the subpena. We have the 


power of subpena, but that is a question thet will have to 


‘be raised in court at the proper time. 
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ir. KENNY. If the record discloses the motion has been 
made ,-- —— AF 7 | 

ur. WOOD. Let the record disclose that oe telegram, 
in the nature of a motion, has been eresented to the comnittee 
~and will be placed in the record. 


(The telegram above referred to is aa follows!) 


M.CAO28 NL PD CHICAGO ILL 19= 1951 Mer 20 AM 2 41 


HON. JOHN S. WOOD CHAIRMAN 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 
HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 

"aS oe 


f DEAR SIR PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THE. ‘UNDERSIGNED AS 
. COUNSEL FOR GALE SONDERGAARD AND HOWARD DE SILVA 
‘WILL AT THE OPENING OF THEIR SCHEDULED EXAMINATION 
BEFORE YOU WEDNESDAY MARCH 81 1951 MOVE TO QUASH | 
THE SUBPOENAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED ON EACH OF THEM 
THIS MOTION WILL BE MADE UPON THE GROUNDS THAT OUR 
CLIENTS HAVE NOT BEEN SUBPOENAED MERELY AS WITNESSES 
| BUT RATHER THEY,OCCUPY THE POSITION OF DEFENDANTS 
’ CHARGED WITH POLITICAL HERESY IN A PROCEEDING WHICH 
- GAN RESULT IN DEPRIVATION OF THEIR LIVELIHOODS 
‘WO ONE IN SUCH A POSITION CAN ‘BE CALLED TO THE STAND 
| AND COMPELLED TO TESTIFY AGAINST HIMSELF (SEE FIRST 
, AND FIFTH AMENDMENTS US CONSTITUTION ADAMSON V 
' GALIPORNIA 332 US 46. BOYD V US 116 US 616)= | 
' (HIS MOTION PRESENTS A SERIOUS CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTION 
AND WE REQUEST AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT ORAL. ARGUMENT 
IN SUPPORT THEREOF RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 


ROBERT W KENNY AND BEN MARGOLIS LOS ANGELES — 
WASHINGTON DC ADDRESS THE SHOREHAM 
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Mr. WOOD. You solemnly.swear the eens you give 
this committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and: nothing 
but the truth, so help you goa? | 
Mr. DA SILVA. I do. i - 
| 
Mr. DA SILVA. If should like to voice an 1 objection, if 


TESTIMONY OF. coe DA SILVA | 


I may. | 
Mr. WOOD. Just have a seat, please. | 
Mr. DA SILVA. May I ses en eed | 
Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, the telegram to whieh you 
referred was presented to the committee in executive session | 
yesterday, and I understood| it took action on it at the time. 
| Mr. WOOD. are you represented by counsel here? ; | 
| Mr. DA SILVA. I am. | 
Mr. WOOD. Will counsel please identify himself for the 
| record? | es ; 
Mr. KENNY. Robert Kenny, 260 North Oak Street, Los 
Angeles. | | 
ur. MARGOLIS. I am also appearing on behalf of Mr. 
Da Silva. My name is Ben Margolis, 112 West 9th Street. 


ur. WOOD. At any time you are asked a question by 


either counsel for thia committee or any of ite members, 

you have the privilege of conferring with your counsel to 

‘your entire satisfaction before making answer, and you are 
| : ; 


given that right at any time.. 


| ' : 
| ot 
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Mo TAVENNER « Will fou state your full name, please? 


Mr. DA SILVA. I would Utne te serve ae objection now, 
if I may. - ah 

Mr. TAVENNER. W111 you state your full name, please? 

Mr. DA SILVA. May I not voice my objection? 

Mr. TAVENNER. You have not yet been identified in the 


“Wr. DA SILVA. My name {9 Howard Da Silva. I was born - 


Howard Silverblatt. I was) born in Cleveland, Ohio, May 4, 


Mr. TAVENNER. Will: you furnish the committee, ‘please, 
with a brief resumé of your edusaticnal background? 

Mr. DA SILVA. Mr. chairman, I have a statement which 
I would like very much to make . .It has bean announced in 
the press that thia aadigite has as ite purpose complete 
objectivity, and I think ane face of that it is quite 
important that I present. ay [own statement here for clarity. 
and for objectivity. Here re the statement I would like to 


| 
present. (handing statement to counsel ). i 


; | . : ‘ 
Mr. TAVENNER. Is this the same statement that counsel 


\ 
4 
t 


sent in to the committee a while ago? 
Mr. KENNY. No, I don't think we sent a statement in. 
It may be a statement of which you have seen a copy. 
Mr. TAVENNER. ie it a statement that was given to the 


press? 


O- 


Ce 
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| Mee Da SILVA; It was given to the press. 


‘| 
: Mr. WOOD. This is a statement that you released to the 
‘ . | ‘ 


press? 


| | | | 
}} Mr. DA SILVA. What 1a that? — : 
: ! : [he : 
f Mr. WOOD. This statement you now desire to read ia a 
atatement that 1 released to the press? 


< Mr. DA SILVA. Simultaneously with my appearance, yes. 

‘Mr. WOOD. Let's see if I paderetend | 7ou correctly. 

When did you release this statement which you now propose 

to read? 7 | : | , 

| Mire DA SILVA.|, I was called here at ten o'clook this 
| 


asic: 


‘Mr. ‘woop. When did you release the statement to the 


t 


press? 
Mr. DA SILVA. Shortly after I arrived here. 


. Mr. WOOD. Shortly after ten, and it is now after three. 


In <be Light of the fact it has been given this wide publicity, 


I see no purpose in peanenene the record with a repetition 


of ‘ft. 


| Mr. DA SILVA. My purpose is not to burden the record. 


4 


My purpose is to achieve the kind of objectivity which was 


originally stated to. the press by this committee. 


Mr. WOOD. Proceed with the questions. 


t 


| Mr. DA SILVA. I dente follow you. Did you say my 


statement was net to be. read? 
a 


a a 


{4 
Mr. WOOD. Yes, sir. 


| Mr. DA SILVA. It 1s not to be read. 
| ur. TAVENNER. My question was, will you please furnish 
the | committee a brief statement of your educational background? - 
| | Mr. DA SILVA. : At thia point, may I object to ‘Seine 
- galled to testify against myself in this hearing. I object 
because the First and Fifth amendmenta and all of the Bill 
of Rights protect me from any inquisitorial procedure, and Z 
may’ not be compelled to cooperate with this committee in pro- 
at dueing evidence designed to inoriminate ne and to drive me 


i 
from my profession as an actor. The historical-- 


|| Mee WOOD. Would an answer to that question incriminate 


( you? You were asked to furnish a stateuene of your educational 


ok ground. Would a true answer to that question inoriminate 
yo out if ao, you have a right to : Peaeeet yourself. | 
ur. DA SILVA. You want me to make thia objection at a 
time when I think an answer to the question will inoriminate 
wer : — a : 
wr. WOOD. If @ true answer to any question asked you. 
by , jpounees ‘or any member of this Committee would tend to 
{noriminate you and you so swear, you have a right to olaia 
( + 1t, ae I understand the law. | 
| Mr. MARGOLIS. It is our position that this witness is 
in és ams position as a defendant, and I think he should be 


allowed to complete this objection. 
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i Mr. WOOD. He is not a defendant here. He ie a witness. 
Mr. MARGOLIS. It 1s our contention that he is and will 
suffer the consequences. and pains in many respects. 


( . Mr. WOOD. He will tae the consequences of testifying 
falsely, if he does so. If he refuses to answer without valid 


: | 
ground, he is aubjecting himself, as you well know, to a 


proceeding for contempt of Congress. It is a matter you can 


advise him about. You have that privilege aay time you want. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Now will you answer the question, Please? 
| Mr. DA SILVA. I attended the pibiie schools of Hew 
‘York City; Bronk High iat and for a tera, City ee 
of New York. _ 
at | Mr. TAVERNER . When did’ you spend a term in o1ey College 


| 
of New York? 


Mr. DA SILVA. I was born in 1919, I was about seventeen. 
‘That would make it about 1926. ne 9 | 
_ I also attended enceeee Tech in Pittsburgh for a short . 
| semester, working through college by working in the Jones 
! Laughlin atee) mill. : 7 | 
a Mr. TAVENNEK. What is your present address? 
Mr. DA SILVA. My present addreas is 956 North stanley 
Avenue, Hollywood 46, California, 
Mr. TAVENNER. and what is your present ocoupation? 
Mr. DA SILVA. My present ocoupation te acting. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Have you ever held the position of vioe 
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president of the Civil Siete Congress, that is, the Hew York 
Chapter of the: civil Rights Congress? : | 
Mr. DA SILVA. ur. Chairman, it is very olearly the | 
object of this committee to tie me in with organisations 
which are in its disfavor, and therefore I object, and now 
ZI will tell you ay objection. 
Mr. WOOD. We are not interested in your objection. We 
are interested in knowing whether you will enawer the question. 


Mir. DA SILVA. I refuse to answer the question on the 


| following basis: The First and Pifth Amendments and all of 


aa 


the Bill of Rights protect me from any inquisitorial procedure, 


' and I may not be compelled to cooperate with this committees. 


in producing evidence designed to incriminate me and to drive 


4 : 
‘me from my profession as ea Racor The Bee oesee. origin of 


the Fifth amendment is founded in the reatatance. of the people 


to attempts to prosecute aha persecute Rnaeeiadare because of-< 


Mr. woop. Will you please wait a monent? Please ascribe 


te the écmnteces the ateLiigence to deteraine these questions 


for iteelf, and don't argue ‘about it. 


Mr o DA SILVA. I don't care to argue about it, but I | 
| . 
wish’ to clarify my position, a | 


Mr. WOOD. You need not teach this committee a class in 


law. : : ‘ : 
Mr. DA SILVA. It is not my position. | It is ay poeryaen 


to uphold the law and to make sure the committee does. 


i 
At 


93 


(i. WOOD. If you say you decline to answer for the 
reasons given, it will be understood. 


ir. TAVENNER. Do you refuse to answer the question? 
> te. A ‘a 


oS Mr. DA SILVA. I refuse to answer the question on the 


' basis of my statement here, on the basta baa my answer might, 


according to the standards of this comni ttee, tend to in- 


| 
criminate me. . | | 


Mr. TAVENNER. Woen. did you go to the State of California 


for employment, how con ago?. 


«Mn. DA SILVA. I.think for the first time in 1959, when 
—Z appeared in “Abe Lincoln in Tilincie." | 
as © 2 | . Mr. TAVERNER. Prior to 1939 how were you employed and 
ex ; where? | | | | . | | 
‘Wr. DA SILVA. I waacan actor on Broadway. 
ur. TAVENNER. Over what length of time were you an actor. 
on Broadway? . | 
| Mr. DA SILVA. 1 served my apprenticeship in 1929 with 
the Civic Repertory Theater, so from 1929 to 1959 I served 
as an actor on Broadway. 
‘Mr. TAVENNER. Were you connected at any time with the 
Federal Theater Project in New York? . 
e . Mr. DA SILVA. Yes, I was, and I was very proud to be. 
That was the advent pe a magnificent period, and I think some 
of the greatest sci that ever came. out came ous at that 


time; truly a people's ‘theater. 
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i . ° My. TAVENNER. How large an organization was Lt? 
| ur. DA SILVA. | In the Federal Theater? 
Mtr. TAVENNER. Yes. | 
Mr. DA SILVA. I think it tea matter of record, but 
there were siany hundreds of actors in the Federal Theater ell 
over the country. ras endings was many millions of Americans, 
who. for 5&5 cents could see plays they had never seen before 
ania eicharaise have had an dppertuantey to see athena tes: 
We. TAVENNER. Was it privately financed, or Government 
finmeed? | | 


| 


Mr. DA SILVA. It is @ part of the public: record ‘that 
et was Government financed. 
fo , J Mr. TAVENNER. At that time, while you were a member of 
| it, wore you a member of the Communist Party? 

‘Mr. DA SILVA.) Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that the most 

vital concern of this committee is to really control every 
, concept of free thought throughout the country, oe do it by 
attacktne Hollywood, and -- 

Mr. WOOD. This soiuretes ai is not interested in your 
opinion. “De you decline to answer the question, or will you 
answer it? \ - . . _ 

oe | | yr. DA SILVA.) It is: necesnars that I answer it in ay 
own way. It seems vital to say that the objeot of this 
committee is a smokescreen. Hobody either in Washington or 
Hollywood thinks there is a group in Hollywood dedicated to 
2 s | | 


i MW 5e900 Docld: 34277984 Page 118 ae ae 


overthrow Southern california by force and violence, 


| 
Mr. WOOD. You were aaied a very staple question, whether 


at the time you were a member of the organization you were 
- asked about, you were a member of the Communist Party, 


“Mr. DA SILVA. Becausd’ the very clear intention of 


this committee ia to tie me in with an Geeani@icion in ite 
disfavor, I refuse to anewer the question tor the reasons 
previously stated. a | 

‘Mr. WOOD. Let it be understood this committee ie not 
trying to tie you in anyeiere: We are endeavoring to find 
where you tied yourself. | | . | 

Mr. DA SILVA. JI have a function as a citizen, but I 
think in thia period of war hysteria it is the purpose of 


this committee to pull the wool over the eyos of the mes 


MR. WOOD. The emakttes is not interested in your 
Opinions. We are anxious to get the facts. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Did yok abtoase to recruit persons inte 
the Communist Party from the Federal Theater Project while . 
you were a member of the Federal Theater Project? 
| aa Mr. LA SILVA. I decline to answer that question for 
the game reasons proviously atated. . : 
7 Mr. TAVESNER. after going to Holiywooa, did you become | 


( | | 


effiliated with the Joint Anti-Pascist Peete there? 


\ : | 
Mr. DA SILVA. Mr. Chairman, there ie a rumor that those 
who have been anti-German in the last war will be brought before 
| / 7 
- | hae | i 
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, this committee. I must decline to answer the question for 
. | 
reasons previously given. | 


| Mim. KEARNEY. Mr. Chairman, cannot the witnese be aade to 


| 


answer "yes" or "no" or to decline to answer on the grounds 
he might inoriminate himself, without going into a speech. 
Mr. WOOD. It would certainly be nopeeutated by the 
| committee if he would not air his views and would answer the , 
questions more directly. | 
Mr. TAVENNER. Have you been affiliated with the Aotora - | 
Laboratory in Hollywood? : | | | 
Mr. DA SiLVA. once cuin because it ts the purpose 
of this committee to link me with ie aneree We it con- 
ce 7 siders unfavorable, I decline to answer this question on 
_ grounds previously stated. 
‘Mr. WOOD. ee ‘ikthe® “oomment by you as |to the object 
7 of this comittee will be Gennred by che eavorter: 
a Mr. DA SILVA. I didn't hear you, sir. 
Mr. WOOD. From now on I order stricken from the record. 
Sang comment by you as to the object of this comaittee. 
ur. DA SILVA. ‘They seem to me apropos, air. | 
| Mr. WOOD. I will perait|it to remain so'far, but I will 
not permit you to continue to ‘repeat that. 


| 
Mr. TAVENNER. Did you sign a statement which appeared 
. | 


in the Daily Worker of February 26, 1949, which defended, 


the twelve Communist Party leaders who were convicted of 
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stated. 


California, I believe you said ne 1938 or 19397 When did you 


‘went to California, but is the matter of my marriage or ay 
[. 


oriminate you? 


conspiracy to overthrow the Government of the United States 
H ! 


by force and violence? a 


3 Mro DA SILVA. I deoline to answer for reasons previously 
ts 
y er , 
| Mir. TAVENNER. Did you register as a member of the 
aul 
Communist Party in 1944 and in 19457 
Mr. DA SILVA.| I decline to ‘answer this question for the 
im * ' } 


reasons previously, stated. 


[ Mr. TAVENNER . Were you merried when you went to 


go to California, what was the date? | 


Mr. DA sient I don't recall the specific date that T 


personal relations pertinent to this inquiry? 
Mr. TAVENNER. It certainly 1s. 
: Mr. DA SILVA. In what respects, may I ask? 
| ur. AVENNER «. , Were you married while you were Ane 
Oalifornia, and was your wife's name Evelyn? 
Mp. DA SILVA. I still don't understand in what respect 
this question is pertinent to the inquiry of thia committee. 


Mr. WOOD. Do you think an answer to that would in- 


a DA SILVA. I should think Tt would be entitled to 


find out ir it was pertinent or not. 


, Mr. WOOD. You have competent counsel, I assume. In fact, 


ME know you have. 
Mr. KENNY . Thank you. 


yr. WOOD. Just advise your olient. 


‘yar, KENNY. I have advised him that the protection of 
Jones against SEC-- | | | | | 

3 Mr. WOOD. Please advise your client. . 

. Mir. KENNY. Be has asked the comnittee ‘to state wherein 


‘this question ia pertinent to the inquiry. 

a Mr. WOOD. It 4s a matter of your advising your olient 
and ‘letting him make up his own mind as to what counee Be 
wants to take. - | | | 
| \ wr. DA SILVA. Apparently: any. answer which I make hae 

mS a to. be apecnseees ty pertinent, is that correct? in other 
words, I eeate answer the question in my own way> © 

' I will answer that question. I think I was divorced 


ae : ny. . 
from ay first wife when I went to California in 1959. a § 


| : , 
believe that to be the fact. To the best of my knowledge J 


think that is true. | 

| ‘ Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know whether she is now Living 
in Norfolk, Virginia? ae - | 
| ‘Mr. DA SILVA. No. I don't know. anything about her. | 


. | 
G4 x - I haven't been in communication with her for a long ° 
] 


time ° 


‘| 
pS hs | 
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MR. TAVENNER: Do you know whether she hes since remarried? 


‘ 
eT 


MR. DA SILVA: I have heard somewhere that she vas. ¢ 
yemarried, yes. | | | 

MR. TAVENNER: Would you know her husband! s name if I 
mentioned it? — [ . | 


i 
i 


MR. DA SILVA: I don't think I could say what her husband's 
neme is. | | | | 
MR. TAVENNER: Was she engaged in any Communist Party 
activities at any vine prion to your divorce or oonaee to your 

know ledge? : 

MR. DA SILVA: I have many relations; ‘ong the activity 
which they ‘have engaged in I: have in no way meee my ‘concern, 
but I can tell you once again it obviously is your purpose to 
tie me in with any activity of hers and. through us both with 
essoctations which are. in your disfavor. pg must decline to 
answer this question for the same reasons previously stoted: 

MR. TAVENNER: You declined to answer the question as to 
whether or aot you vere a member of the Communist Party when 
you were in New York between 1936 and syppoximate’> 1938. Have 
you been ; member of the Communist’ Party oan then, and are 


you a member of the Communist. Party now? 


MR. DA SILVA: I decline to answer this question on the 


_ grounds previously stated. 


MR. TAVENNER: You appear here in response toe @ subpoens 


which was served on you on February 24th by Jones A. Andreve, 


Yeas A 


1 
3 ‘ ' 
| i 


investigator for this committee? ei | 

MR. DA. SILVA: Yes. _ — : 

MR. TAVENNER: I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
| cs) | MR. WOOD: Mr. Potter. 

_ MR. POTTER: Mr. Da Silva, you in your statement said you 
felt that you were a ‘loyal American; is thet true? 

MR. DA SILVA: You a in my statement? 

MR. POTTER: Yes. I believe in your etatement ‘you made 
some reference to loyal Americans and you included yourself 
as being a loyal americans is that true? 

MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Chairman, ay specific stateeay; which ‘ 
has not been returned to me and which is here, says specifically 
C3 _ that my love for this country ie deep enough for me to be able 
| to distinguish between its people and ate policies of the 
moment. I will elvays identify myself vith the interests of 
the Americen. people, but I will support or oppose my govern- 


ment's policies to the extent that I understand them to serve 


or harm the people of ene country. | 


MR. POTTER: Then you feel that our Govavnsantve policies 


today you cannct: ‘support? 


\ 


-* | : MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Chairman, T think the overvhelming 


(- | . Majority of people in this county are -- | 


MR. POTTER: That 1s a Simple ansver. 
| MR. DA SILVA: This is a simple ansver which I must 
pnsyer in my ovp simple vey, { foo] -. : 


{ : : 

' : =| ee I 
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| | MR. WOOD: Make it brief. ; 


| MR. DA SILVA: Are you about to’ time me? I feel it is very . 
| _ oesentsa+ I make this statement. oe 

O | owe. wooD:. Please. Let us get along with the hearing. You 
were asked simple questions, vhether or not you could support 
and feel like you can supporttne policies of the Government of 
the United States. | That 1s a question souoen answer very 
simply, without giving us 46 lecture here a the subject. 


MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Chairman -- 


ae 


MR. WOOD: Do you or don't you? : 


MR. DA SILVA:. My opinions are my own. My opinions pelcng _ 


to me. My opinions, present, past, and future, belong to me. — 
C) . . MR. POTTER: Then you refuse to ansver? . | 

. | MR. DA SILVA: ‘Your quest ion again is what? 
| MR. POTTER: Do you feel that you can support the policies 
ae severament at this time, or do you support the policies 
of our government at this time? . . . 

MR. DA SILVA: Which specific policies, Mr. Chairman. 

- MR. POPTER: For example, if the Soviet Union should attack 
the United States will you support: and would you bear arms for 
the United States? a | | 

MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Chairman, the prime Tesuevor the day is 
peace, not vays of vaging var. Your obvious intent once again 


4s to tie me with organizations that you consider subversive. 


x 
A 


Any vord "peace" taday 4s considered subversive by this 


ae | 


{ 


| | 
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, | fade 
committee and by thosé who prefer war to peace. . 
met ¢ 


I decline to answer this question on’ the grounds previously 
“stated. . 

MR. POTTER: If the vitness could confine his acting to 
Hollyvood I am sure the committee vould progress much faster, 

MR. DA SILVA: Is it the committee! 6 object here to uphold 
the lav? It is the committee which is seeking publicity. 
MR. POTTER: I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 
MR.'WOOD: Mr. Jackson? — | | 
MR. JACKSON: Wo questions. 


. a. KEARNEY: Are’ you in favor of the Communist-inspired 


peace marches on Washington? . 
oo. , -MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Kearney, my opinions « on peace have been 
‘many, and I have made them over a period of many yeerks 
MR. KEARNEY: No further aies@ionec. aa 
MR. DA SILVA: But today, when the purpose is to link the 
sen "peace" and the word seubyeretve: all over America, I refuse 
to ee this question on the basis previously stated. 
f WOOD: Mr. Velde. | — 
be - VELDE: ‘Do you think this is a legally Seaanteed : 
committee of Congress? | - 
( - e MR. DA SILVA: A legelly organized committee of Congress? 
MR. VELDE: Yes. . | | 
mR. DA SILVA: I |think ite actions have been decidedly 
i! | -41ege2. I think its actions have been for the specific purpose 


t 
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Of pulling wool over Americans. eyes. 
MR. VELDE: Do you think the Congress has in right to inquire 
into subversive activities in the United States of America? 
| | MR. DA SILVA: I think that Congress has many rights. The 
| least of its rights sre the freedom to wage sal todey.. 
- MR. VELDE: I would appreciate a specific iansver. | 


MR. DA SILVA: Would you voice your question egain? 


MR. VELDE: Do you believe that the Congress has a right to 


: inquire into subversive and ateloye1 activities in the United 
| States? . M oe 
MR. DA SILVA: Well, this is obviously what this committes | 

ia doing at present. | 

: : MR. VELDE: Do you ‘pelieve that. ve have that right? 

A MR. DA SILVA: I think that the overwhelming ma jority of 

the American people want peace and don't want to drop an atom 

bomb. I think that is the most pvessiaa issue of the day. I 

think that any attempt to investigate so-celled subversive 


organizations is an attempt to pull vool over the American | 


people's eyes, the old Army game, to say "Look what is happen- 
ing there, and meanwhile we pick your pockets end drop atom 
bombs." That is the real function. 
| MR. VELDE: I think you are not ansvering the question. 
MR. DA SILVA I an ansvering the question as specificaliy | 
‘as Iocan. It bas been said before. This is part of the seme 
- | ind Mr. Walter say it sounds like the "Daily. 
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Worker." I recognize that every statement: made which ts on | 
, 3 peace or on any issue that: "you find in your disfavor is 7” | | 
| ‘Called an issue that sodas like the "Daly Worker" or an | 
i | issue that fe subversive or an issue that 1s quest ionable. 
a | ao the question of peace today is not . subversive fssue. 
' | MR. WOOD: Mr. Frazier. — | — | 
MR. PRAZIER: Ko questions. 
MR. DOYLE: I think in view of this witness’ statement 
that this committees is not interested in peace that I vant to i | 
challenge that statement. I chellenge it publicly and say to 7 | 
this witness that this Gommittse is interested in peace, and 


I as a member of this committee am interested in peace. But | oe 


are tree 
poe Oe 


Cy I am not interested in protecting Communists or subversives 
in connection vith their alleged peace program. I want this 
err to know that I as an American very much resent his 
statement to this committee. that this committee is not 


__ interested in peace, because ve are, Mr. Da Silva. 


| MR. DA SILVA: Mr. Doyle, | veil are fron seas fowiia: What . 


| : program of peace are you. in favor of? What kind or peace do 
F 2 | 


\ 
\ 


you want, Mp. Doyle? ; l 


. | | 
~ MR. KEARNEY: W111 the gentleman from California yield 
(|, te mer - 2a | | 
i > MR. DOYLE: I do. | ; | | ee | 
| 


a : i 


Pa MR, KEARNEY: I will say the gentleman fou California is 


not in favor of the Communists’ plans for peace. 
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MR. DA SILVA: Would you tell me vhat plans for peace 


Go 
a | 


you sre in favor of in this country? 


oe MR. KEARNEY:; Yes, I could, but not here, because you 
sc ) have made. many a speech here and you are not going to make 


, | | 
any more as fer as I am concerned. 


DA SILVA: I see. — 
cE MR. WOOD: sLcepoeeies questions, Mr. Doyle? 
ae | MR. DOYLE: No, Mr. Chairmen. oe 
| MR, WOOD: Mr. Walter, any Sopenes questions? 
MR. WALPER: | Xo. | | | 
MR. WOOD: ai further questions by counsel? 
ee . . MR. TAVERRER1 One further question, if you please. 
oe 4 ‘The are Worker" dated July 8, 1937, at page 5, announced | 
a | that Hovard Da Silva would be a member of the cast of a 
0 | play to be presented at the 75th birthday celebration of 
Mother Bloor. Did you take part in that celebration? 

MR. DA SILVA: Your purpose ie very clearly indicated, 
to link me with organizations or people that you find in 
disfavor. I decline to ansver this question for the reasons 
previously stated. . | | 

| MR. TAVENHER: Do you know Will Geer? 
MR. DA SILVA: Will Geer? ‘He is a fine actor. I have 
known him for years. 


MR. TAVENNER: Did he direct the play on the occasion | 


that I mentioned? 
WR. DA SILVA: Which one again? 
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MR. TAVENNER: The 75th isa of Mother Bloor. 

MR. DA SILVA: ‘Once again your purpose ts to link Will 
Geer. end me through an association that you find in disfavor 
with you. I will not’ support that. I decline to ansver 
this’ question on the grounds previously stated. 

MR. WOOD: The ansver of the vitness is that he declines 
to ansver for the reasons Stated. 

MR. TAVENNER: I have ‘no further questions. 

MR. WOOD: Very. vell. . 

MR. MARGOLIS: We vould like to have this made a part 
of the record. This is merely a request that this objection 


which this sitheas started to. read and vhich the combittee 


asa not permit him to complete be mede a part of the record, 


80 thet it may be clear as to what grounds he atends on = 


| refusing to answer these questions. 


“MR. WOOD: I have no objection to that. 
(The statement referred to is as followe:) 


I object . = being called to testity asatant myself in 


‘thts hearing. ‘The First and Pifth Amendments and all of 


the Bill of Brente protect me from any inquisitorial : 

procedure, and I may not be compelled to cooperate vith 

this Comte tee in producing evidence designed to incriminate 
me and to drive me from my profession as an actor. The 


historical origin of the Firth fendment is founded in the 
| 


resistence of the aepie to attempts to prosecute and 


t 
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persecute individuals because of their beliefs, their 
speech, their writings, and their ssscotations. Therefore, | 


I 


| 
if despite my objection to) being required ito testify at all, . 


I am nevertheless compelled to take the stand, I shall 


exercise the great historical right under the Fifth Amendment 


to refuse to give answers which may tend to incriminate me 


.in this period of hysteria and political persecution. I 


claim this as a privilege extended to every American by ean 
Constitution. In defending my rights against self- | 
Ancrimination and to privacy of pelier, fae also trying 
to prevent the final destruction of our rights to freedom 
of speech, opinion and association. | 

MR. WOOD: That. will be all. 

MR. TAVENNER: Miss Gale Sondergaard. 

MR. WOOD: Will you be sworn. 

SWORN TESTIMONY OF EDITH HOLM SONDERGAARD 

MR. WOOD: Do you solemnly svear the evidence you etre 

this ‘committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 


nothing but the truth, so help you God?- 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I a | 

‘MR. KENNY: For the record; the same objection to the 
vitness being called at ell vhich vas made at the outset of 
the witness Da Silva is repeated in behalf of Miss Sondergeard 
at this time. | | 


MR, WOOD: It will be inoluded in the pesord, - 


1 
vd 


mY : ; i 
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statement. I find it diffioult to express myself, and I have 


} i 
} | 
| 108 
MR. TAVENNER: ‘Will you please state your full name? 
i \ ! 
MISS SONDERGAARD: My name is known professionally as ! 
Gale Sondergaard. I was born Edith Holm Sondergeard in 
Litchfield, Minnesota. . . a | 


‘Mr. Chairman, I wonder if I might be alloved to read a 


worked this up. 
MR. WOOD: Not until you have been examined. If you 
have a statement you want to file with the committee for the 


record after you have enswered the quent Aca shat ere asked 
you, you can leave it with the reporter. \ 
MR. TAVENNER: You are an actress by profession, I 


| 
believe. fo | 


\ 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I am an actress by profession. 


MR. TAVENNER: What is your married name? 


MISS SONDERGAARD: My married name 1s Mrs. Herbert =| 
Biberman. - i | 


MR. WOOD: You are represented by. the same counsel thet 
: | 


pPepresented the previous witness. We will dispense vith the 


\ 


necessity of further indentify ing yourselves. - \ 
MR. TAVENNER: I believe you are here is response to a 

subpoena as served on you on March 21, 1951, are you not? 
MISS SONDERGAARD: That's true. 


. 
MR. TAVENNER: Will you please relate to the committee 


vriefly your educational background? 


MTgs SONDERGAARD} Yes. I vent to high sohoo} in. 


| ' ' See: 
at . 


| % 109 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. I graduated from the Hitvexsity of 
Minnesota. I attended thé Minneapolis School of Dramatio Art. 
MR. TAVENNER: Will you give the committee a brief resume 


of your employment background? 
{ 


MISS SONDERGAARD: Yes. I tegan on a ‘touring Shakespearean 


company. As a matter of fact, I began acting vhen I was still 
in guliege; during the summers. Then I vould go back to school. 
ian I went on a Shakespearean tour. I worked with Jesse 
Bonstele in Detroit for two years as her second lady and then 
her lending lady: I worked vith the Theater Guild for a 
euisten: OF years as one of their acting conpany: I worked if 
many Broadway plays. I vent to Hollywood and I have been 
em c there for the past six years. ; , 
MR. TAVENNER: What guilds or associations have you been 
identified with in Hollywood? | 
‘ISS: SONDERGAARD: Guilds or associations? 
‘MR. TAVENNER: Yes. : 7 
“MISS SONDERGAARD: Would you be @ little more specific 
on thet question, because I think 'the tvo names mean two 
different things. _ | | | 
. _ MR. TAVENNER: What organizations have you belonged to 
CO) An Hollywood? OS | 
; MISS SONDERGAARD: Mr. Chairman, before I came here I 
followed a great deal of the testimony of this committee, and 


ZI have read a long, long list of organizations which you on 
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the committee and which other committees of our Governnent | 
have branded as subversive organizations. I have a feeling 
if you vill ask me what organizations I belonged to that 
you probably would like me to. tie ‘myself into one of these, 
and there I must refuse to ensver this question on the 
grounds of the Fifth Amendment, that it might tend to. 
_ incriminate me. | 
_ MR. TAVENNER: Are you a member of the Screen Actors 
Guia? | 
MISS SONDERGAARD: I am a member of the Screen ASSONS:.. 
Quid. All actors must merene to the Screen Actors Guild. It 
is:a trade union. 
MR. TAVENNER: Are there to your knowledge members of the 


, 


Communist Party in that guar \, ! 


MISS SONDEROAARD: ia Chairman, I don't knov ‘anything 
we " about personnel of our guild. I know that ive are. all trade 
| union people. We belong together deceuse we are Brornnr tern 
vorkers. in the motion picture industry. 
| | MR. WOOD: You were asked if to your knowledge there 
vere any members of the Communist Party that were members of 
“ guild since you belong to it. 
oe MSS SONDEROAARD! Mtr. Chairman, obviously that question 
| | is:designed to involve me, to incriminate me. I shell have 


a to refuse to answer that question on the basis previously 
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stated. | 


MR. WOOD: Do you so refuse? 


MISS, SONDERGAARD: Whet vee that? Do I refuse? For' the 


reasons previously stated. 
MR. TAVENNER: Have you observed during the course of 


\ 


your membership in that guild an organization on behalf or on 
| | 


the part of the Communists to dominate or to advance the 


; Communist Party within that organization? | 
4 


f 
MISS SONDERGAARD: li Prosecutor, I now that there ere 
a great many people -- ne | 


MR. WOOD: Just answer the question. \ 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I must refuse to ansver that question 


on the grounds previously stated. | 
MR. WOOD: Do you refuse to anever? 
MISS SONDERGAARD: I said I did refuse. 
MR. WOOD: You must say you refuse to ansver. 
MISS SONDERGAARD: Iam sorry. I didn't hear you. ; 
MR. WOOD: When yOu say you must refuse to ansver, it: 
isn't an answer. The question is: Do you lansver? 
; _ Miss SONDERGAARD: I em sorry. I do mean that. | 
“MR. WOOD: For the reasons. that you have given? | 
. MISS SONDERGAARD: For the reasons previously stated. 
MR. TAVENNER: Are you familiar with an orgentzation 
called the Netional Council of American-Soviet Friendship? 
MISS SONDERGAARD: Mr. Chairman, agein I must refer to 
i: 


' 
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the reasons pieviousiy stated. 


‘the terms previqusly stated. 


a a f | 
oo |. uae. 
your nn6 list of ie aah and refuse to ansver that 


\ 


question on the basis previguely stated. May I say something 


while we are waiting here about this business of suddenly 


\ 


branding every progressive and every progressive organiza~ 
tion in our country, organizations vhioh have done vonderful 
and fine work in the past, branding them as subversive? 
This I find very shocking and very seddening. 

MR. TAVENNER: Are you a member of the Communist Party 


at this time or have you ever been # member of the Communist 


Party? 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I refuse to ansver that question for 


MR. TAVENNER: Miss: Sondergaard, the committee is in 
pepsceston: of information which discloses that on’ December 1, | 


194%, you were registered as a Communist, aba your oard bore 


‘the number 47328 for the year 1945; that is, the card bore 


\ 


i! 
that number for the year 1945. Do you ve deny or affirm 
that information or expleinit? 


| 
MISS SONDERGAARD: I refuse to answer the question on the 


. grounds previously stated. . 


MR. TAVENNER: Are you jmaking e distinction in your own | 
mind about the Communist Party or the Communist politics] _ 
association, because those terms are often veee snbercuenssbly? 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I refuse to ansver thet question on | 


| : | | 
| 

4 

' ‘ 

4 ' 


the number 469437 _ 2 


the reasons previously stated. 


organizations, and I refuse to ansver it for the reasons 


the reasons previously stated. 
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; MR. TAVENNER: Was your Communist Party number in -1944 
| | . (oe 


MISS SONDERGAARD: I refuse to answer that question for 


3 


MR. TAVENNER: You are familier, I assume, with an 


obgantzation called the Motion Picture Artists Committee? 


MISS SONDEROAARD: Mr. Chairmen, I believe rt is on 


the long, long List of what are now known as subversive 
| 


1 


previously stated. \ 


ote ss . 
MR. TAVENNER: | Have you been a sponsor at any time of the 
| 


League of Women Shoppers? 
MISS SONDERGAARD: I refuse|to answer that question for 


i 
1 


MR. KEARNEY: I would like to ask the witness this | 
question, and I think that it calls for a yes or no answer. 

Do you believe a committee of Congress should investigate : 
subversive activities or the security of our country? 

MISS SONDERGAARD: Mr. Congressman; I do believe that a 


committee of Congress could and should do investigating work, 


but I do feel that this committee at this time is doing 
incriminating work much more than investigating work, and 
that is the reason I wish to object. 


MR. KEARNEY: You wouldn't like to go over some of our 
| . 


‘files, woujd your, | 


| . | | 
! : : 
\ 
Page i37 
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_ MR. TAVENNER: Miss Sondergaard, the records of the 


committee disclose that you served as a sponsor of the Cultural 
- and Sofentific Congress for World Peace which was held in the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City March 25th to 27th, 


1949, under the auapices of the National Council of Arts; 


Sefences, end professions. Is that correct? . 
MISS SONDERGAARD: It is a very odd thing that vhenever 
the vord "peace" comes ‘up people begin to tremble. I mst 
refuse to eanaver that question for the reasons previously stated. 
MR. TAVENNER: The "Deily Worker” of June 23, 1950, states 
that you vere scheduled to speak at the rally on June 28, 
1950; {in Ma sduGu-BquAte:Ganden Andee. Ene Rdentéee ee kbs Civi1 
m , “4 Rights. Congress. On June 29, 1950, the newspaper stated that 
| rally vas staged in behalf of the eleven national Communist | | 
Party leaders who hed been Soavictea ot conspiracy to advocate 
the overthroy of the Government by force and violence,. as well 


as in behalf of eee Dennis, Commnist Party national 


secretary, who was jailed for contempt of Congress. 

Other speakers on the program, according to the newspaper 
account, were identified as Gus Hall, who was one of the eleven 
convicted Gousintet Party leaders, the avoved Communist Ben 
_ ~ Gold, Paul Robeson, Vito Marcantonio, Ring Lardner, Jr., and 
Bard Coward. | | 

it would like to ask you to tell us all you know’about the 


selection of the speakers on that occasion and your participation 
'&.. Be ee 
| , i: . : : : ot . 
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in the program, if you will. oo 
MISS SONDERGAARD: Is.that a question? 
\| 


MR. TAVENNER: Yes. That isa request for you to give 


us thet information. 


MISS SONDERGAARD: There sre many thihge I vould like to 


“say in regard to a thing like this, but because you have 


already branded this kind of a eating: pute kind of an 
ongentsdtion, I refuse to BDaver for the reasons previously 
stated. I wonder if I seute interpolate abe the fact that 
I am the wife of Herbert t Bibermn, es you asked me vefore. 
Herbert Biberman was one of the Hosssuces ten who: has very 
recently come out of prison for defending the First Amendment 
before this committee. In! my statement I have said that in 
1937 -- May I go on? | 
| MR. WOOD: No. i 
MISS SONDERGAARD: No? I just wanted that in the record. 
MR. WOOD: Any further questions? | : 
MR. TAVENNER: I have no further questions, Mr. Chairmen. 


MR. WOOD: Mr. Prazier? hi 


MR. FRAZIER: No questions. 


MR. MARGOLIS: May we also file with the committee a 


more complete statement of the objection or the basis for the 


refusal to ansver these questions, in order that it may be a 


part of this record? | | 
| | Rt _ 
MR. WOOD: If you have the paper, you may file it with 
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'' under the Fifth Amendment to refuse to give ensvers vhich may 


eo and I may not be compelled to cooperate with this Committee 


the Fifth Amendment 1s founded in the resistance of the people 


Amerioan by our Constitution. 


self-inorimination and to privacy of belief, I am also trying | 


ompeenn opinion, and asscoiation. 


ne 

the conmittee. - a | . 
(The statement referred to is as follows:) | ie 
I object to being called to testify against ingselt in 

this hearing. | The First and Pifth Amendments and all of the 


Bill of Rights protect me from any inquisitorial procedure, 


| 
in producing evidence designed' to dinoriminate me and to drive 


me from my profession as an actress. The historia} origin of | 


to attempts to prosecute and persecute individuals because of 
their beliefs, their speech, their writings, and their 


associations. 


Therefore, if despite my objection to being 


required to testify st all, I am nevertheless compelled to 


. | 
take the stand, I shall exercise the great historical right | 


tend to incriminate me in this period of hysteria and political 


persecution. I claim this as'a privilege extended to every 


In defending my rights egainst 


to prevent the final destruction of our rights to freedom of 


o 


MR. WOOD: The comitteo vii2 resolve iteeit into executive 


session at this point. There will be no further open hearing 


this afternoon. ne | 


(Whereupon, at 4:00 0! olook Pete, the committee met in 


executive session.) ; , 
ine dee © | 
| 


t 
ifs 
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